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A° SPRING ARRIVES and the weather entices 
the family to take to the open road, strategically 
located restaurants and eating places begin to experi 
ence an increase in trade. Somehow attractive scenes 
and magnificent views are better appreciated if, before 
or after, a good meal is available near by Indeed, in 
some sec tions of the country, wise tourists make a bee 
line for the local well-patronized restaurant early and 
explore the mountain roads afterwards in order to 
avoid having to wait for a table 

Just what constitutes a good restaurant in the opin 
ion of its patrons varies trom region to regibn, but 
there are certain fundamentals of success that are 
found in all popular eating places that cater to men 
and women alike. There is no denying that there is a 
sex difference with respect to tastes in food. Women 
like variety, and attractively arranged, daintily served 
dishes Men want to be sure they yet enough to eat, 
and have a marked preference for meat and “substan 
tial’’ foods It has also been noted by several widely 
read columnists that men do not appreciate the little 
sprigs ol parsley used as a decoration or lettuce as a 
“space-filler’’ on a plate The good family restaurant 
will necessarily provide choices that appeal to both 
sexes, else there may be a dispute over stopping there 
for a meal, with one half of the family disgruntled 
over losing an argument 

Where women have a preference for creamed and au 
gratin dishes, men like meat in sizable hunks, with the 
exception of hamburger, also a favorite dish with the 
men. There are, however, fussy gentlemen who will 
not touch hamburger or meat loaf away from home 
Men like clear soup, which should be hot, not luke 
warm, while women will often prefer fruit cup or tomato 
juice. In some sections of the country, women show 
prelerence for soft, hot breads, while men go for hard, 
crisp rolls. In other regions, however, everybody ex 
pects to be served fresh-made, hot breads or rolls of 
some variety. One traveler from ‘“‘up north” was enter- 
tained to discover the entry ‘“‘cold bread’’ on the menu 
of a southern railroad dining car. 

In the matter of selection it has been noted that 
men do not require great variety They apparently 
are satisfied with soup, steak or roast beet, or chops, 
potatoes, and one other fresh vegetable, apple pie or 
ice cream, and coffee day in and day out provided 

(Continued on page 29 
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careful and proper dieting. Yet hope springs eternal, and when alluring 
claims are made for some product that seem to promise a magical effect, we 
are often asked if there is any merit in such preparations. At the con- 
vention of the American Medical Association in Chicago last year, there was 
an exhibit of reducing aids which the A.M.A.’s Bureau of Investigation con- 
sidered ineffective. According to a report on the subject by the Indiana- 
polis Better Business Bureau, among the products cited as "Fads and Fal- 
lacies for the Fat" were: Wafex, Mynex, Junex, Ayds Candies, Slend-R-Forn, 
Fatono, R.D.X., Rennel Concentrate, Protam, Fastabs, and Kyron. Perhaps 


the fact that Americans are reported to be eating 12 percent more food than 
they did in pre-war years has something to do with the increased weight 


problem. 
* > * 

ADVERTISING that makes reference to test reports or scientific studies 
has become so fashionable and so abused that the American Council of Com- 
mercial Laboratories has issued the findings of a special committee on the 
subject. Among the recommendations made were that: No laboratory reports 
may be used in connection with the advertising or sale of any product or 
process without written authorization; if such permission is given, the 
advertising copy must be approved by the laboratory The head of one lead- 
ing commercial laboratory follows the same rule but further takes the posi- 
tion that if a report from his laboratory is used in advertising the full 
report is to be made available to any reasonably qualified person who asks 
to see it. 

> * 7 

SOIL CONDITIONERS are a lively topic whenever two or more amateur gar- 
deners gather together. With large advertisements heralding the "amazing," 
"new," "miracle," “growth stimulant," "No Raking," "No Spading," "Just 
Sprinkle On," it is small wonder that the Federal Trade Commission felt 
compelled to call a trade practice conference, and the National Better 
Business Bureau drew up a guide for newspapers and magazines in scanning 
claims for the new products. Most soil conditioners, reports Business 
Week, fall into one of two groups: the Krilium type which is based on 
modified vinyl acetate maleic acid compounds; and the Aerotil type, which 


is based on acrylonitrile. The Monsanto Chemical Co. has recently been 
granted two patents in the field covering products competitive with 
Krilium. All products in the field are high in price, and there is con- 
siderable evidence that they have been oversold. The work of testing and 
developing, however, continues, and in time the developers hope the price 
may even be sufficiently low to interest the large-scale farmer. 

an a 

THE MEN’S WEAR TRADE is hopeful about having a good season this year 
At least one big retailer is sure that men have the money and need the 
clothes, according to Men’s Wear. It appears that the big purchases of 
men’s clothing made early in the days of the Korean War are about ready for 
replacement. CR will make its contribution to providing prospective pur- 
chasers with buying information by reporting on men’s sport shirts in an 
early issue. 

* * * 

PERFUME advertised as containing "Pure 24—-Karat Gold" was recently the 
subject of Federal Trade Commission action. The Argentum Laboratories of 
Philadelphia were ordered by the F.T.C. to cease advertising that their 
various perfume products contained gold. The Commission found that the 
amount present was so small as to be infinitesimal, smaller, in fact, than 
that found in ordinary sea water. Furthermore, it was pointed out that 
there was no evidence that such an extremely small amount of gold had any 
effect whatever upon the perfume, except perhaps to impress the potential 
purchaser that she was getting something of value. Just why anyone would 
think that a lady would want a perfume containing 24-karat gold, which has 
no odor, is something for the marketing experts to ponder over. 


(The continuation of this section is on page 33) 
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Answers to Some Questions on Air Conditioning 





Comments on the models of fourteen prominent manufacturers 


ps ES of air conditioning units for the home mind the cost of a special installation, as 
are increasing at a strikingly rapid rate; opening can be made for permanent installa 
during 1952 about 50 percent more units were 
sold than in 1951 \ trade press item pred cts 
that 1953 will be a banner vear. CR has had 
an engineering consultant prepare answers to 
12 questions which were considered likely to be 
most in the minds of persons considering the 


purchase of a home air conditioning unit 


What Are the Advantages of 
Air Conditioning? 


A conditioning unit is almost always installed 
with the idea of providing lower room tempera 
tures in hot summer weather A person who 
has bought such a unit, however, will find that 
several other advantages give him almost as 
much satisfaction. Use of an air conditioning 





unit, particularly where it is a bedroom installa- 

4 Carrier conditioner Vole pleasing appearance pro 
duced by the small projection into the room as compared 
lo the York uni belou The correspondingly increased 
besides, the amount of dust and soot in the air projection toward the outside, may, however, have its 
disadvantages in some instances. 


tion, helps a good deal in muffling street noises 
(by allowing windows to be closed at all times 


of the room are materially decreased, since all 





models include some sort of filter The lower 
humidity produced by the unit not only has its 
own effect upon comfort but will also help with 
the problem of sticking drawers and doors that 
are hard to close. Where a cooling unit is in- 
stalled in a bedroom, it is no longer necessary to 
rise and close a window into which a driving rain 
might otherwise come during the night 


What Disadvantages Have You Noted? 


Aside from the matter of noise produced by 
the fan and by air flow through the unit, a princi- 
pal disadvantage is that an air conditioning unit 
blocks off some light and view through the lower 
part of the window, which is the part of the 
window that is most useful to those in the room. 
This can be objectionable in winter when all 
possible daylight is needed indoors and when the Photo Courtesy of Yor 
machine is not serving any useful purpose. This York % hereapewer unit. Nels the eneunt of preje 


, 


objection can be overcome where the owner does tion into the room 


CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN @ APRIL, 1953 @ 5 





tion of the unit at some suitable place, possibly 
under a convenient window In one test loca 
tion for CR, it was found that the cost of making 
such an opening would be $25, and this was con 
sidered a reasonable outlay in view of the im 


proved app arance and convenience 


How Noisy Is a Room Air Conditioner? 


\ window air conditioner contains a com 
3 to 1 hp. motor, plus 


W hile the 


larver motor is usually sealed and shock-mounted, 


pressor unit driven by a 1 
one or two auxiliary fan motors 
ill motors are driving moving parts or are moving 
ur to an extent that no amount of soundproofing 
can be expected to eliminate completely the 
sounds they make, particularly in a quiet room 
Such sounds may range from simple humming 
such as might be expected of an electric fan, to 
somewhat louder noises and even some vibration 
Unfortunately, it is almost impossible to judge 
the noise level of such equipment in the environ 
ment of the average showroom, and it is unwise 
to give serious weight to what the salesmen ma\ 
Si ' Noise tests are not a satisfactory ipproach 
to the problem since there may be as much varia 
tion between given specimens of a single manu 
facturer’'s output as there would be between 
selected units of different makes 

In a living room, air conditioner noise ts not 
likely to be considered objectionable, but in the 
bedroom, the problem depends very much upon 
the bac kground of the occupants If they have 
become h ibituated to sleeping in the city or other 


noisy places, the slight added noise of the air 
conditioning unit would be without significance 
Some will mind the noise somewhat for the first 
few nights and then become so accustomed to it 


and so grateful for the comfort in hot-weather 
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sleeping that it no longer disturbs. However, if 


1 person is nervous, irritable, sick, or hard to 
reconcile to changes in his environment, the 
best advice would be to insist on a trial before 


i iking i perm inent commitment 


Can Two Rooms be Cooled 
with One Unit? 


In order to answer this question, CR arrange 
to have a ,; Np. t t Fedde 
nstalled ina 12x 12 ft 


14% x 18 tt. bedroom 
\ th doors | 


Wii' doors closes 


stud) pel cool 

$58 sq. it. (with pass 

orresponds rather clos 
issociated 


MiCcgTsS 
Whilk the bedroom was not quite as ce 


the study there was 1 temperature 


t to 5 degrees: the cooler room was at about 70°] 


this could be compensated lor 


torih when cit sired by 


in the stud to a cooler-than 


shortly, before bedtime The cool ne 


placing l 


room could be expedited hy 


floor of the adjacent room which w 


cooled this was direc ted through thie 


Wa between the two rooms It w 
thouch, that the initial cool ne 


room seemed equally comfortable with or 


] 


out the use of the fan. The two-room installation 


was successful, and it would have been even 


more satisfactory had it been practicable to 
stall the unit in the passageway between the tw 


rooms. This might be carried out very easily in 


many homes There was an actual advantage 
in the two-room arrangement in that the oper 


After using 


summer ol 


iting noise was not in the bedroom 
the conditioner for the entire hot 
1952. the occupants and CR’s observer reported 
entire satisfaction in cooling the two rooms trom 


the one unit 


Should I Insist on Thermostatic Control? 


It is the opinion of CR engineers that, unless 


vou live in areas where continuous cooling ts 


needed for days at a time, your cooling unit 


should have a thermostat Chis is despite the 
fact that 


accessory, and that others no longer supply a 


many companies offer it only as an 


thermostat on models formerly so equipped 
Che thermostat is not advantageously mounted 
directly on the unit; it should be on the wall at 


least a few feet away so as to be more responsive 


10523 





to conditions in the room itself. The use of the 
thermostat ($12 to $20 additional) may achieve 
sufficient economy in operation to be worth the 
Besides it 
use of the cooling unit in mild weather without 


extra cost permits advantageous 


danger ol overt ooling 


Will My Room Lighting Affect 
Cost of Operation? 


Whatever heat is introduced into the 
lights, and that is greater with 


room 
through the 
Vasda 
lamps, must be removed from the room by the 


adds to the cost of 


filament lamps than with fluorescent 


cooling unit and theretore 


operation htine. however. has only an " 


bearin on | flectiveness of the ippl i r 


since, if the unit was so chosen as to prov cle 
sufficient cooling effect for davtime usé it 


h indl 


lights in the room at night Che heat from the 


easily the extra he given off by 
sun shining on at window is rougl 
by 500 watt 
there s additior il s 


With 


Was selected ior nieoht 
use onlh sideration of the heat from 


flor other thar i 


calculations 
ot the unit chose n was bare ly ack ju if 


is installed. 


What Is the Cost of Operating an 
Air Conditioner? 


The following 


electri 


hvures ipproximate 
consumy those models 
listed in th to t the cost per 
hour based upon a cost 


per kilowatt-hour 


+.) 


Thus, if vou ar ving 2 kilowatt-hour 


for electricit\ mes U.60c or 


1 lx an hour to oy } il } hp ur conditioner 
lransferring this hourly cost into a mot 


figure becomes vidual problem 


be that vou W to run vour air condit 
uousl\ 


throughout m 


more of less 
the SuTmet n southern states ind 


im fact, uns w itomatic controls and 


very small units of limited capacity are primarily 
intended for such operation. If so, the monthly 
cost will approach 720 times the hourly cost as 
hgured above (roughly $10.80 per month for a 
1/3 hp. unit If, on the other hand, the unit 
is to be Opel ited only im very Wart we ither, as 


North 


much les n the average 


is common in the more temperat 


per month will be 


Depreciation charges im not uded inn sot ive 


foregoing higures \s to the lite the units, we 
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upon eight factors besides the obvious ones of 


room size, nature of occupants, and climate 

A % hp 
suitable for rooms having a floor area from 70 
sq. ft. to 500 sq. {t., depending on the following: 


conditioner, for instance, may be 


(1) The room location. (A north room is much 
easier to cool than a southwest room which has 
the sun beating upon it all afternoon.) (2) The 
window area. (3) The amount of shade. (4) The 
construction of the building (5) The ceiling 
height (6) The type and construction of the 
ceiling. (7) Is the room on the ground floor or 
over occupied space, one that perhaps contains 
a hot-water heater? (8) Is the unit to be used in 
the daytime or only at night? 

Thus, while CR would like very much to pub- 
lish a simple guide to the selection of a size of air 
conditioner, our best advice is to insist upon an 
actual survey of the room or area by a qualified 
sales engineer; a serious mistake can be made if 
the prospective purchaser allows himself to be 
misled by offers of a smaller unit than the one 
“will be almost 


called for, at a lower price, that 
as good as the more costly model 


What About the Small 
1/3 Horsepower Models? 


\nticipating a lively argument over the merits 
of the small 1/3 hp. models, listing at about $230, 
which are the ones used as “bait"’ in display ad 
vertising of air conditioning to give an impres 
sion of low price, CR asked a number of manu 
facturers for their candid opinion of the value 
of these low-capacity units. There was a definite 
feeling by some manufacturers that the small 
units were often of little use, though it must be 
admitted there are small rooms, and spaces close 
to the unit which could be usefully cooled by the 
1/3 hp. motor unit, particularly where operation 
would be only or primarily during night hours 
and in a climate that is moderate rather than 


really hot 


What Points Should | Check Before 
Looking at Air Conditioners? 


1. Are there any building restrictions or apart- 
ment regulations which prohibit installation of 
an air conditioner unit that projects beyond the 
window line? 

2. Are there any window washers’ restrictions 
that would affect your installation? (There are, 
in some metropolitan areas 

3. Are there neighborhood noise regulations 
that would prohibit an installation? 

4. If the unit is for a bedroom, would your 
family mind the noise of operation at night? 

5. Will the conditioner fit the particular win 
dow available where you would wish to locate it 


, 


6. Is the correct voltage available, and is the 
Wiring to the room in question heavy enough to 
carry the unit and other loads on that branch 
circuit? If not, be sure to allow for the neces 
sary electrical wiring changes in the cost 


How Can | Choose Between the 
Several Models? 


Models of the same rated capacity made by 
manufacturers have very much the 


in fact, nine out of thirteen 


different 
same characteristics; 
manufacturers use identical hermetically sealed 
power units, which constitute the heart of the 
machines, and 11 of the 13 use Freon 12 as 


Some Points on Air Conditioner Specifications 
(See table on opposite page) 

To as great an extent as possible, the conditioner 
specifications have either been made self-explana- 
tory or covered by footnotes. However, a few 
additional comments are in order 

1. Projection into room reiers to the amount 
the conditioner projects inside of the window 
line. Since this is subject to some variation, the 
minimum distance is given 

9. Prices do not include installation 

3. The compressor or power unit of the condi- 
tioners determines its general performance. Most 
manufacturers have gone to fully sealed, welded 
units that must be replaced if anything goes 
wrong. When these are covered by a 5-year 
warranty, which should be supplied, replacement 
should not involve any charge to consumers dur- 
ing the warranty period. Carrier alone retains a 
semi-sealed unit that can be repaired on the job 
a feature more advantageous perhaps to the manu- 
facturer than to the owner of the unit 

4. Btu per hour ratings are either as determined 
under specifications of the American Society of 
Refrigeration Engineers, or as stated by manu- 
facturers without explanation of the basis of the 
determination (latter indicated by an asterisk [*]) 

5. The air capacity of the evaporator fan is the 
amount of cooled air actually blown into the 
room by that fan 

6. Presence of a pump-out control denotes 
ability to exhaust directly some tobacco smoke 
etc., from the room. For any other purposes 
such as summer air circulation in the room, the 
amount of air that can be handled by pump-out 
units is so small as to discount claims in this direc- 
tion. For example, the 1/125 and 1/150 hp 
motors available on most 1/3 and 1/2 hp. models 
are not only considerably smaller than the motors 
of good electric fans, but work under the handi- 
cap of having to force air through the resistance 
of a filter and cooling coil. 

7. All 1 hp. models except Frigidaire require 
230-volt wiring 
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Manufacturer 


Fedde T 


WH.14 
WH.-16 
WH.-19 


Super 


M-132 
Ni 1)? 
M-342 
M-1002 


3-H 
53-H 
76-H 
106-H 


\C 
\ 
\( 
\¢ 


7950-4 


7975-4 


75-WAC 


Com- 
pressor, 
Watts 
Input 


Horse- 

power 

Cape- Price, 
city Dollars 


Weight, 
Pounds 


240 5 450 
320 l 750 
400 : 1060 
474 3 1300 


320 ) 3 1300 
4130 1420 


2s 650 
330 7 R40 


$00 \ 1200 


Ww ) 650 
330 7 R30 


sO ‘ 12600 


230 
320 173 670 
390) 
460 ) 1340 


30 vik 930 


13 ) 1360 


870 


1100 


600 
920 
1200 
1520 


645 
R10 
1240 


900 
1250 


1060 


Rating 
in Btu 


Removed 


per 
hour 


4 000 
6,000 
9 400° 
1) GOOF 


& OOO 
10.100 


$010 
6.020 
9 010 


$010 
6.020 
9 O10 


jon 
6.300" 
9 100° 


11. 200° 


1 O00 
S OO 
&® 400 


10.500 


$175 
6.050 
9.010 


10.650 


$010 
6.020 


9010 


% Mi) 


1k) 
5 000 
& 400 


10.500 


extra 


Water 
Re- 


moved, 
pints per 
hour 


Ther- 


mostat 


Ait 
Capacity 
of Evap- 

orator 

Fan 

cu 
per min 


200 
200 
s00 


Pro- 
jection 
into 


| Room, 


inches 


0 
0 
0 
0 


18 


18 


14 
13 


13 
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the refrigerant. Prices are very close together, rapid reduction of temperature in hot room (avail 
able as extra on 14 hp also Humutrol to increase 


dehumidification on humid days Front made of 


plastic (polystyrene). Four-position controls of the 


when the presence or absence of the thermostat 
is taken into consideration. Differences are thus 
mainly in arrangement of parts, path of air cir- 
culation, and general appearance. An addi- 
tional marked difference is in the size of the , 

one Pe fan motor small by comparison with some 
auxiliary fan motors used for driving air through staliens 


4 hp. model not considered as desirable as the fu 


I 
thermostatic control of the 1 hp model I vaporator 
other 


the evaporators into the room and through the Chrysler Airtemp 
condenser at the rear of the unit. As pointed va a 

: ; i and l hp. sizes on Aubber-mountet | 
out with respect to many appliances, a basic ele- overload switch on motor. Equipped with a « 
ment in selection will be the business standing, able filter (all other makes listed in this article 





reputation among consumers, ability and facili- throwaway filters). Unique feature on hermeticall 
ties for servicing, and general experience with sealed power unit is inclusion of charging val: 
that unit does not have to be returned to the 


if the only fault is a partial loss of the refs 


small cooling installations of the dealer offering 


the cooling unit. 
External thermostat for wall mounting av 


What About Central Air Conditioning? wre extra; Gum " aa yt wae to rei 


° Seta Crosley (Crosk orp incinnati 

Large units suitable for air conditioning the —_——- 
b b edders-Quigan Corp Details of constr 
approximately the same as Fedders , 
of these are being installed in new home develop — 
I) 


entire home are in some demand: a fair number 


TI ; ; models available 
ments ley are, however, very expe > ~ » ’ 
‘ ‘ expensive arm Fedders Fedders-Ouigan Corp Buffalo 


their purchase involves some risk until there has — : 
SIZeS : ly ind ? hp. Thermostats 


been a period of further development and use in additional aides ak tadediieeneied 
many homes. The objections to them are pri- oaks alin tl on desived. Hiewed top 
marily (1) cost, and (2) they must be used with eaten channien of Git R 

a warm-air heating system or else there must be low for hoth ling and 

a duct system for carrying air throughout the motors 0 s-than-average rating 

house, and such a duct system can be annoying Frigidaire (¥rigidaire Div., General Motor 
from the appearance standpoint, and, in some Davton 1. Ohio Hermeticallv-sealed,  s« 


homes, expensive to install. Whole-house air meter-miser” power unit of Frigidaire manu 
conditioning is more practicable in new homes Phe *4 and 1 hp. sizes have two separate poy 
jing. One unit sup 


i“ 


than in old ones. 
It is estimated by one authority that central 


a room during ar 


: el t her ott nit 
summer-winter air conditioning will cost $700 : as weatin : a 
operat ns I t or tor uICK pull wi 
to $1000 more than the installed cost of a good cetcgancs ~depr teats Y is cocaine 
power units are used to simplify the 


forced warm-air heating system There are not : ; 
ning a 1 hp. unit on 110 volts; ther 
at present any considerations which make it , ' ' 
yeret switching arrangement (on 
likely that other methods than those involving starting power is drawn from the line 


the use of a warm-air distributing system will - Dual 1 wer unit models are equiy 
serve as well There are serious disadvantages thermostati ntre n one power unit 
to all other approaches to the problem wodels can be equipped wi 
Installations in old houses are not at all im ries ($20 additional 
possible, and have been made, but they usually atively large single auxih 
General Electric (General Electric ¢ 





require suc h changes to the existing heating svs 
tems, and pose new obstacles, for example i lwo models, '9 and *4 hy ”2 hp 


rie ) I t makes listed whicl 


the location of suitable water supplies, as 
fans for both evaporator and « 


leave new buildings as by far the more likels 
instead of the more conventional pr 


use whole-house conditioning advantageously ~ 
VI I he ‘ hp unit uses propeter 
and centrifugal indoors. Both units should be 


Comments on a Number of Brands of sad adhtteanemies, Saebiinn vetiier tar ' 
W indow-Type Room Air Conditioners unit is somewhat th as compared with « mm 


Carrier (Carrier Corp., Syracuse 1953 models fea practice, and as this figure was quoted from adver 


tising rather than fro ASRE-type tests, it 


ture “hideaway" construction which allows window 
on the optimistic side Amount of cooled 


units to be set flush with inside of window when de 
sired; where necessary because of conditions outsid lated to room and outside air pulled int 
low others listed 


the window, a unit can be installed so as t 
Kauffman Kauffman Air Conditioning 
quualibnaaete 


into the room. Relatively high outside air capacity 
All but 4g hp. size have ‘quick cooling” feature fo: Olive St., St. Louis \vaila! 
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models. Either open or hermetically sealed power Wichita, Kans lon | 


units available as optional 


~ replace 
equipment (see text able filter. 99-in 1 into room, smallest of 


Brown finish only anv models excep arr Drain for disposing of 


Mitchell Mitchell Mfg. Co., Chicago) ill range condensate from coils, well designed and would per 

[ee mit less re-evaporation of removed moisture than 
some models examined Use of centrifugal fan for 

and as they were obtained from advertising and ma) 


evaporator coils, considered good Variable cooling 


of models from 3 to 1 hp. Ratings in Btu are high, 
not be in strict accord with ASRE rating procedure 


controls claimed, but units equipped with therm: 
they may be on the optimistic side 


Phil Philadelp! stats are not standard. Amount of outside air circu 
ile *hileo Corp ‘huladeiphia; manutact , 
Philco hal I mary , — lated for both cooling and ventilating, above average 


by York Corp Details of construction are about York York ¢ orp York, P 
the same as for ork. Four models, '4 to 1 hp — 


R.C.A. (Radio (¢ orp ol \merica Camden 


manufactured by Fedders-Quigan Corp.) Two spring humidification to continue while the amount of cool 


i 4 hp. model can be 
equipped with modulation control at $20 above list 


which allows ventilation, air circulation, and de 


loaded grilles can be adjusted to atiect air tlo ing is reduced He low 1 np thermost its 


are avail 
number of different ways Filter easily rep ible a ICCESSOTICS hp model projects 19 in 
through hinged top cover Concealed imate « into room (greater than a l 


erage hp. model ts 


trol” to adjust unit permanently to local climaty he hehtest conditioner listed (104 Il which could 
conditions by changing cooling speed and humidif be an advantage, especially in installation, if it proves 
ing action See H/umutr inder Carrie? Ro sufficiently rugged and irable to withstand corro 
pump-out control new Two-tone phantom gt sion and not become “tinny High outside air 
finish Wedel AC-375-D (*q hp.), $400, has built capacity in 9 to 1 hp. models ; and 1 hp. models 
thermostat are now available with a reverse-cycle refrigerating 
Remington Remington Air Conditioning Div. « unit (heat pump) which permits the unit to be 
Remington Corp., Auburn, N.4 penetastured | turn ‘d into a heating appliance during cool weather 
Fedders-Quigan Corp 3 sizes, 14, bo, and 44 hy with use of the same mechaniont his idea has been 


applied to complete home air conditioning-heating 


Two-tone design, gray baked ename! finish wit 
units but not hitherto to air conditioning units of the 
window type. %4 hp. Model A75 MR, list price $440 
has a heating capacity of 9300 Btu per hour at 60 | 
outside and 70°F inside; 1 hp. Wedel A100 MR, $500, 
10,800 Bru Both prices are $40 above same model 


with modulation control but without heating feature 


beige plastic grille in center lracks are installed or 
window sill to accommodate chassis and give a de 
gree of mobility if the unit is to be stored during the 


winter 


USAIRCO (United States Air Conditioning Cory 


hb’ es 
Como Ave., S.E., at 33, Minneapolis 14) 2 mode 


This amount of heat ts sufficient to remove the chill 
lo and *%4 hp. Centrifugal blower for room circula 


from an average room at relatively mild outdoor 
thon \uniliar motors of above aveTage size \bi temperatures and might prove ’ erv desirable 
ity to extract moisture from air, rated high 


under certain conditions, particularly where it is un 
Vornado (Q. A. Sutton Corp., 1812 W. Secon 


usual to have ally cold weather 


Corrections and Emendations to Consumers Research 


Annual Cumulative Bulletin (ACB) and Monthly Bulletins 


Slide Projectors TDC Vivid Streamliner 500 \t present, Tetra ““D” is available in 15-lb. lots, 
Page 88 


( hange rating from A. Recom at 32c a lb., plus postage from Tetra “D”" Sales 
ACB ‘52-53 


mended to B. Intermediate. Uni Co., 715 Lincoln Place, Brooklyn 16, N.Y 
formity of illumination of the 

field of this projector not sufficiently good to A Longer Lile The price of the Farmers’ Bulle 
warrant an A-Recommended rating on the basis for Your House tin No. 1993, Decay and Termite 
Page 30 


of information and experience now available ; 
, Oct. ‘52 Bulletin 


Damage in Houses, should have 
been given The Bulletin is 
Cleaners for Tetra “D.””’ In line 2 of listing, priced at 10 cents (coin, not 
Special Purposes the 
Page 160 

ACB ‘52-'53 


price was incorrectly re stamps), and copies are obtainable from the 
ported, and there has been a Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government 
change of address subsequently Printing Office, Washington 25, D.( 
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Six 1953 Automobiles 





Four Fords, Plymouth with Overdrive. Pontiac 8 


HE CHOICE between the cars of the Big 

Three group Chevrolet, Ford, and Piym 
outh is a little more difficult than usual this 
year, for all are good cars with no serious faults 
or clearly outstanding advantages. For many, the 
choice made will be based on personal preference 
but shopping around to determine which dealer 
will offer the best trade from a financial stand 
point (either as a discount from standard price 
or as a better allowance on the old car) will often 
higher price for 
over the Ford 6 


pay for the time spent. Th 
the Plymouth $120 to $140 
and Chevrolet is hard to justify The Ford 6 was 
preferred over the Ford V-8 ($76 higher in price 
by most of the test drivers, from the standpoint 
of its “feel” on the road and response to the 
throttle. The V-& with standard transmission 
gave slightly better acceleration tha@ the 6 simi 
larly equipped, but the purchaser of this car will 
pay for that advantage, for the gasoline mileage 
of the V-& Ford was not so good 

Tests on the Chevrolet, though in general quite 
favorable, were not fully complete at the time 
this BULLETIN went to press; a report on the 
Chevrolet must therefore be deterred to our next 
issue, 

Anyone who may decide he would like to buy 
a car in a higher price class than his present car 
should have in mind that in so doing he will very 
likely have to stay in the higher price class more 
or less permanently unless he can afford to take 
a high financial loss when trading in on a lower 
priced car, or unless the used car is sold outright 
rather than traded in on a new om Several 
examples of the disadvantage of buying a higher 
bracket car have been brought to CR’s attention 
In one case the owner of a 1949 Oldsmobile was 
offered $500 more allowance for his cat 
turned in on a new Oldsmobile than he could ob 


when 


tain for the same car turned in on a new Chevro- 
let. That is a very important and practical point 
to remember when considering a move trom a 


lower-price-bracket car to a car in a higher group. 


Fords 
A (Tentative) 


Ford 6 Customline. $1862 delivered N.Y.C Op 





tional extras: Fordomatic transmission, $184; over 
dri S110 heater and defroster, $71.50: 
7 S909 50 


radio, 
idard’’ model of this car, Ford Mainline, has a 
red price $92 lower, or $1770 


CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 


Speedometer errors were unduly large: at indicated 

speed of 20 m.p.h., actual speed was 19.2 m.p.h.; 

45.8; at 60 m.p.h., 
p 


hy) Odometer was inaccurate by about 3% (100 
miles would he recorded as 103 miles 


it 35 m.p.} } at 50 m.p.h., 


Acceleration time from 20 to 50 m.p.h., 15.1 sec., be 
ow average; from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 11.6 sec., about 
iverage 

Gasoline mileage under test conditions was 
at 50 m.p.h., 18.5 


relatively 
good at 30 m.p.h 23 m.p.g.; 
ire not the same figures as miles per 
erage road conditions: however, the 
ire for gasoline consumption under test 

ns, if multiplied by 0.8 or 0.9, will often be 

to that obtained in normal driving.) 

Riding comfort was satisfactory \ noticeable im 
provement over last year’s model was the car's abil 
take bad bumps or potholes in the road with 


hitting bottom’; the improvement has been 


omplished by changes in the design of the spring 


spension. Car handled easily, and cornering abil 


} gl speeds Was we ud 


OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 


Brakes on this car were very good: at 50 m.p.h. car 
was stopped in a distance of 124 ft 


ut 160 ft Steering factor, 4.3 (about 


(Some cars re 


In general, the car was roomy and had 

sufficient headroom Interior light was turned on 
ypening of either front door or by a switch on the 
das} i desirable arrangement Instruments and 
iis were well arranged, and all knobs were 
plainly marked with their function, and the lettering 
was easy to read; the advantage in favor of the Ford 
in this respect is particularly marked at night. Fresh 


air inlets were located in usual low position at front 
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(undesirable, from safety standpoint). Heater and 
defroster were satisfactory Front fenders, bol 
rear fenders, welded. Vision over hood, good for 
tall person, but for a person of average 

less the top ot the steering wheel pre rected tk in 
objectionable extent above the bottom of the wind 
shield and so interfered with the view of the 

close to the line of the hood Vision to rear 
Engine was very accessible for repairs, whic! 
desirable Spare tire was readily accessibl 
was necessary to loosen its mount to rem 
tire tools. Trunk space was adequate, but acc: 


bility was only fair, on account of trunk depth. St 


ort 
is operated by turning iwnition key as fara 


to the right (clockwise The ignition ke 
also to lock the front doors \ se parate ke 
vided for the trunk and glove compartmer 
gasoline tank filler pipe is placed behind the 
plate in the center of the car at r, as 
1952 model 
could be improved by 
latch or catch to hold the license plate dowt 


the zasoling tank is being 4lled Use of tl 


a good arrangement, but 


installation of some 


this purpose was not considered satisfactory 


FORD 6 SPECIFICATIONS 
Engine 


6 ¢ ylinder 

Overhead valves 

Bore, 3.56 in troke 

Piston displacement: 215 

Brake horsepower (rated 

Taxable horsepower: 3¢ 

Compression rat ; 

Manual choke 

Crankcase oil capacity: 4 qt 

Cooling system (pressure type 
for heater 


Chassis, etc. 
Wheelbase: 115 
Over-all length 
Width: 74 ir 
Height: 62 ir 
Gear ratio: 3.9 t 
with Fordomat 
Tires: 6.70 x 15 (adequate 
Brake area: 173.5 sq 
Brake factor: 45 (good 
Frame: box-type side rails, 5 cross member 
diagona! struts 
Road clearance: 7.1 in 
Turning diameter: 40 ft 


Other details 


Battery: 90-amp.-hr. (small for present 

Gasoline tank: 17 goal 

Windshield wipers: vacuum type 

Shipping weight: 3132 ib 

Car weight distribut é 
favorable than average) 


or 6 


A (Tentative) 


Ford V-8 Customline. $1938 





+} 


Price of optional extras are ( 


Standard ) f this car, Ford V-& Masnline, 


ha id $92 lower, or $1846, 


CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 
Speedometer errors were unduly larg at indicated 
| 1 was 17.5 m.p.h.; 
p | 1., 44; at 69 m.p.h., 53 
Odometer was inac }, (100 miles would 
iM recorded is 104 
Acceleration time [: 50 m.p.h., 13 
elow avert ro | 10 
bout average 
Gasoline mileage under test conditions was only fair 
at 30 m.p.h., 19.5 m.p.g.; at 50 m.p.h., 15.9 m.p.g 
OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 


] } 


g comfort and other observa 
was the same except for the 
acceleration of the Ford 

it sulflicrent to justify its 
ilarly when its decidedly 


msidered 


FORD V-8 SPECIFICATIONS 


Engine 


he ad 


7800 rpm 


1 qt. 


Chassis, etc 


ee Ford 6 s 


Other details 


sttery ¥ ar 
nk 


wit 


A (Tentative) 


Ford 6 Customline Fordomatic. $2046 delivered 





& 


CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 


Speedometer errors: at in | speed of 20 m.p.h., 
t ! > mf at 35 m.p.h 43.8 


a ia peed wa 

it ous ‘ t m.p.! 6.5. Odometer was 

| aif 

Acceleration time |! 30 m.p.h c., below 
0 to SO mp.h., 11,2 

1) 6) 1) 11.7 ‘ age 


about aver 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions: « 1) m.p.h 


22.4 ‘ it 50 m.p.h., 18.9 m.p.g 
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A (Tentative) 


Ford V-8 Crestline Fordomatic. $2208 delivered 
N.Y.C. 
sedans, this 2-door 
tested because it happened to be the only model of 
the Ford readily available with Fordomatic trans 





Although CR normally tests only 4-door 
Victoria hard-top model was 


mission at the time the tests were made. 


CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 
Speedometer errors: at indicated speed of 20 m.p.h 
actual speed was 20.1 m.p.h.; at 35 m.p.h., 33.8; 
at 50 m.p.h., 46.2; at 60 m.p.h., 55. Odometer was 
approximately correct 

Acceleration time from 0 to 30 m.p.h., 
12.2 sec 


8.6 sec., below 
average; from 20 to 50 m.p.h , average; 
from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 12.4 se 
Gasoline mileage under test conditions was not out 
at 30 m.p.h., 20.4 m.p.g.; at 50 m.p.h., 


, below average 


standing 
16.6 m.p.g 
Fordomatic transmission was pleasing to drive and per 
formed satisfactorily. 


Plymouth Cranbrook with Overdrive 


This car is the same as the P/ymouth Cranbrook 
reported in the March issue, except for its higher 
numerical rear axle ratio (4.1 to 1 instead of 3.73 
to 1). Probably, where cost of owning and 
operating the car is important, a car with over- 





Figure 1 





Figure 3 


drive will be a good investment, from the stand 
point of gasoline economy, only in parts of the 
country where the terrain is relatively flat and 
one can drive at good speeds for a considerable 
proportion of the time. For those who make a 
lot of short trips around town or drive in hilly 
country or on bad roads where the overdrive 
may be “locked out”’ a large part ol the time, the 
overdrive at approximately $100 will not be a 
desirable purchase. In the type of use described, 
gasoline savings will be very small or non-exis 
tent, chiefly because the car will be used mainly 
in third gear (with a less favorable axle ratio 
than is present in the regular car that does not 
have the overdrive 4.1 to 1 instead of 3.73 tol 


A (Tentative) 


Plymouth Cranbrook with Overdrive. 
plus $97.50 for overdrive or a total of $2101 delivered 
N.Y.C. 

CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 


Acceleration time was about average in bot! 
ranges in third gear for cars in its price class, bu 


S 2003.50 





speed 
t 
relatively poor in overdrive, as is to be expected 
from 20 to 50 m.p.h in third gear 14.6 sec., in 
from 40 to 60 m.p.h 


vear 11.7 sec., in overdrive 18.7 sec. 


overdrive 22.9 sec in third 








Figure 2 





{3 ¢ 
| at 


| f jit 


a 


Figure 4 


The above pictures illustrate the difference in front vision from a Ford and a Pontiac with two women of average and 


small stature, respectively 
respectively, in a Ford 
spectively, ina Pontiac 8 


particularly good because of its long hood, it was decidedly better 


The upper Figures, 1 and 2, are views as seen by persons 5 ft. 5 in. and 5 ft. 2 in. in height 
The lower Figures, 3 and 4, are views as seen by persons 5 ft. 5 in. and 5 ft. 2 in. in height, re 
It should be noted that while the visibility of the road ahead as seen from the Pontiac was not 


especially for a person of average height than that 


from the Ford, because the upper segment of the rim of the Ford steering wheel stands so high above the seat level of the 


car. (The cars were located in ihe same position on the road. ) 
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Gasoline mileage under test conditions was relatively 
good in third gear, very good in overdrive (about 
10%, better than Plymouth with standard 3.73 to 1 
ratio reported in the March 1953 BuLietin at 
30 m.p.h., 22.7 m.p.g. in third gear, 25.3 m.p.g. in 
werdrive; at 50 m.p.h., 17.5 m.p.g. in third ir. 


21 m.p.g. in overdrive 


Pontiac Chieftain DeLuxe 


It was expected that the 1953 models of this 
car would be equipped with a V-8 engine, but 
that did not materialize; the changes over last 
year's Pontiac are mostly in refinements of de- 
tails such as new body styling, and a change in 
the front suspension to reduce front wheel tilt 
in cornering. The Pontiac 8 gives the feel of a 
big car and therefore would be a desirable car to 
buy for many who are not satisfied with the 
Ford, Plymouth, or Chevrolet; on the other hand 
if the Pontiac has an automatic transmission, there 
is the disadvantage of the high compression ratio 
requiring the use of high-octane gasoline ex- 
clusively (which to the user may constitute a seri- 
ous disadvantage as gasoline of high-octane value 
would be difficult to obtain or unavailable if there 
should be a war emergency or other occasion for 
a general limitation of gasoline supplies). The 
7.7 to 1 compression ratio and the cast-iron pis- 
tons which are used in the Pontiac 8 are likely to 
cause pinging as the car accumulates mileage 
The Pontiac 8 with the Hydra-Matic transmission 
is tentatively rated B+. There is some risk, too 
that the depreciation in succeeding years may be 
higher on a 1953 Pontiac 8 than would normally 
be the case, if it should happen that 1954 models 
are equipped with a V-8 engine which seems 
to CR to be a rather likely development 


A-— (Tentative) 


Pontiac Chieftain DeLuxe. $2272.50 





N.¥ ( Iivdri Vatu $178 $5 power steerin 
CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 


Speedometer errors: at indicated speed of 20 m. 
actual speed 19.5 m.p.h at 35 m.p.h., 33 m.p 
at 50 m.p.h., 47 m.p.h Odometer was approxi: 
ly correct 


| much 


Acceleration time was about average, not ver 
different from last year’s model, but judged ample 
for most drivers: from 0 to 30 m.p.h., 5.3 se« from 


20 to 50 m.p.h., 11.7 se from 40 to 60 m.p.h 


9.7 sex 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions was 


good in the high “Drive” position, and in this range 


was somewhat better than th: tained with last 


vear's model: at 30 m.p.h . Drive 1.5 miles 


per gallon, low “Drive” 16.9 m.p.g it 50 m.p.h 


13.6 m.p.g 


high “Drive” 17.7 m.p.g., lo Drive 
the 50 m.p.h. figures under conditions 
plied by 0.8 or 0.9 will often clo to that obtained 


multi 


in normal driving 

Riding comfort was very good at bot! 
speeds; ability of the car to hold road at hig 
in taking a curve was also very good 


OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 


eq lipped with 


h speed 


The particular car tested was factor 


almost every available aCCCSSoOry CACEPL | wer ste 


ing Some ol the features notably the “ ndshiu id 
visor and lighted hood ornament, were of « 

able value, and the purchaser should 1 

avoid extras which he would not care for and whicl 
might actually have disadvantages for him. On the 


car furnished CR, the “optional” extras came to a 


little over $700 The interior of the car was room) 
ind there was adequate headroom Steering factor 
was 4.6, resulting in somewhat easier steering than 
Interior 


rt Spx Time 


ear’s model but slower 
ht was turned on by ope®ing either front door or 
a switch on the dome light itself l'resh-air inlets 


were locatea at front, in a low position common to 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Engine 
8 nder 
Bore, 3-3/1 
Piston d 
Brake horse 
AR? 
ratic 
laxable horsepower 
ompre ” ratio 
mission) (7.7 to 1 
Automatic choke 
kcease oi! cape 


Chassis, etc 
Wheelbase 


Road clearar 
Turning diameter 


Other details 


Battery: 100 
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many of today’s cars, where they readily pick up 
exhaust fumes from the car ahead. Instrument 
panel was well arranged and lighted, but not all of 
Heater and defrostes 


their controls were simpler and 


the knobs were identified 
were satisfactory; 
more convenient than on most of today's cars 
Front fenders, bolted 
required more than normal pressure, and stopping 
distance from 50 m.p.h. was 148 ft 
brake had red signal light which flashed when brake 
Vision over hood, onl 


Brakes 


rear fenders, welded 
I mergenc' 


was on (a desirable extra) 
fair for a tall person, poor for a short person; thi 
hood is exceptionally long because of the great lengt 
of the straight-8 engine; vision to rear, very good 
Starter is operated by continuing turning of ignition 
key to the right (clockwise) in the manner customar' 
this key also 


a separate key is provided for 


with a number of recent model cars 
locks the front doors; 
the trunk and the glove compartment, which 
find a desirable arrangement where parking-lot 
lems are involved. The spare tire was readily 


sible, and the trunk space was adequate 


and tires were readily accessible for servicing 
not equipped with fender aprons or panels 
outside windshield visor (an optional extra) is def 
nitely not recommended; the visor and the tinte | 


darkened 


the interior of the car The visor obscured the 


glass windows and windshields marked; 


traffic signals; the driver had to rely mainly on a 
small prism-lens gadget mounted on top of the dash 
to tell when traffic lights changed Phe Autroni 
Eye, which was expensive (about $50), dimmed the 
headlights of the car on which it was installed when 
the headlight beam of any oncoming car struck a 
photoelectric cell; it had merit, but such a device 
will not solve the glaring headlight problem unless 
and until an equivalent device is operating on a great 
majority of cars The Autronic device had the dis 
advantage that it dimmed headlights for the wrong 
reason at times, for example when it picked up the 
light from street lamps, bright signs, et« Its re 
however, could be eliminated and the lights 


sponse 
ke pt in the 


a special floor button down with his foot (the usual 


bright’’ position by the driver's holding 


floor button was present also for dimming the lights 

Ihe additional control may be a necessity in the 
present state of development of the Autronic device 

but like the gadget for viewing overhead traffic lights 
in spite of the blocking of the view by the visor, it 
is not a wholly desirable feature; there are too many 
things to be atte nded to now on a go id many cars 
considering the limitations and skills of their drivers 
The /lydra-Matic transmission performed in a very 
satisfactory way and has a good record of past per 
formance with a minimum risk, we believe, of need 


for servicing and other troubles 


Piano Recordings 


DISCERNING READER has raised some 

questions about piano recordings which he 
has found unsatisfactory when played in a sound 
system of the highest grade, one that is capable 
of giving very satisfactory reproduction of other 
kinds of. records. Not one solo piano recording 
on LP, he commented, stands up as real live 
piano. He cites an expert who had named a 
few test records used in trying high-fidelity sys 
tems, but did not list one record of a piano 
selection. 

Consultants report that there is among critical 
music-lovers a steady criticism of LP piano rec- 
ords, even by those who approve the LP’s for 
all other kinds of music. Possibly it is the 
“wow” and “flutter’’ which seems to be built 
into too many of these slow-turning records 
(Examination of tape recorders has shown that 
only the costliest can reproduce the piano, whose 
tones are peculiarly sensitive to slight speed 
variations, with satisfaction. ) 

In brief, LP records of piano music do not, at 


this stage, match the quality found in many or- 


chestral and chamber recordings. Perhaps some 
friendly criticism by letter from well-informed 
consumers, addressed to Columbia Records, In« 

and the RCA Victor Division of the Radio Cor- 
poration of America, will have an effect in per- 
suading record manufacturers of the value of 


concentrating a bit on this problem 


One consultant suggests that solo piano records 
might well be bought on a returnable basis, 
with the understanding that if the fidelity on 
the user’s playback equipment is not satisfac- 
tory, the record may be returned for credit. 
Consumers should note, however, that ordinary 
play back equipment may be to blame for a con- 
siderable,amount of “‘wow” or unsteadiness of 
pite h. Record changers do not give the needed 
steady running speed; only top-grade turntables 
can give the very steady rotation that is requisite 
for playing the kinds of records that are peculiar- 


ly sensitive to slight variations in turning speed. 
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Don't Paint Your 


Painting a house too frequently may leave 
worse condition than if it is painted only occa 
ally. Recent studies show that too much 
may cause cracking and scaling of an un 
character, which leaves the wood poori y p olect 


M** PEOPLE suppose that the most 
desirable prac tice is to paint a house as 
often as it seems to need repainting tor the sake 


However, tests recently re 
S. Forest Products Laboratory 


olf appearance. 
ported by the U 

















Figure 1 

Close-up views of cross-grain cracking of paint after 15 
years of maintenance, according to different programs of 
repainting in the period 1936-1951. 97S was repainted 
every two years, ercepl in 1950; No. 99S, every three 
years, both with one coal al a time; 1008, tivo coats every 
three years; 102S was repainted with one coal; No. 1038 
with two coals every four years; 1048S with two coals 
every five years The paint used was a tilanium-lead 
zine paint of good quality, representative of much com 
mercial production in 1936, when the lesls were started 


House too Often 


at Madison, Wisconsin, have shown very clearly 
that too much painting can be a highly un- 
desirable practice, for often overfrequent paint- 
ing will lead, in the course of vears, to a kind 
ol cracking 
objectionable and will ultimately require drastic 
When paint has been applied in 


excess, it will often be necessary to remove the 


ind sealing of paint which is very 


treatment 
old coating completely by the use of a blow- 
torch or paint remover; this is a slow and ex- 


pensive process ind one which brings the cost 








Figure 2 

This shows by contrast the normal behavior of the paint 
job on a house E is the same type of paint shown in 
Figure 1 four years after the wood was painted for the 
firsl time in 1936 A shows the normal checking of pure 
white lead paint; B, the crumbling proceeding oul of 
checking; C, the checking of a lead-zine paint thal is also 
cracking and curling; D, the flaking that develops from 
cracking and curling of the lead-zine type paint; Fa 
leadless titanium-zine paint which is cracking incon 
spicuously in this, the first painting of the wood, bul de 
veloped very conspicuous cracking later afler it had been 


repainted 
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per paint job on the house up to a high figure 

The nature of the harm done by 
painting varies with the kind of paint used, and 
cannot be predicted with certainty. When 
painting is done too often, the normal way of 
One eftect ts 


CXCESSI VE 


aging of the paint is greatly changed 
the development of conspicuous cracking in a 
cross-grain direction “‘which dominates subse 
quent developments and leads to unsightly scal 
ing.” Fight of 12 paints tested showed cross 
grain cracking within 15 years when repainted 
every six years; but eight of 12 paints cracked 
across the grain by the sixth or eighth year when 


the wood was repainted every two or three years 
If the expensive and difficult job of removing 
the old paint down to the wood is to be avoided 
as long as possible, it will be safest to paint no 
oltener than two coats every six vears, and still 
longer intervals would be better. If repainting 
must be done more often for any reason, only a 
single coat should be applied. 
interested in painting 


Readers espec ially 


wish to see the original publi 
cation on this topic, which was in the Journal 
of the Forest Products Research Society, Vol 


2, No. 5, page 173 (December 1952 


problems may 


Slide Projectors 


For 35mm. andBantam (1-1/8 x 1-9 16 
in.) Transparencies in 2 x 2 in. Slides 


A. Recommended 


Spencer MC Delineascope 
Chelsea, Mass.) $99.50 with case and _ strip-film 
attachment. Lens, 5-in. coated triplet f/3.5. Fo 
cused by rotation of lens in helical mount. 


(American Optical Co 





Equipped 
with easily removable 300-watt bulb, double con 
denser of new design, heat-absorbing glass, and fan 
for cooling. Had lever device for elevating front 
Strip-film attachment, which takes rolls of 35 mm 
perforated film, will project either single- or double 
frame pictures. Resolving power of lens, good 
Evenness of illumination, excellent. Light output 


very good. Cooling was adequate. 


C. Not Recommended 


Tower (Sears-Roebuck's Cat. No. 3—6379M) $22.95: 


case, $5.25 extra Lens, non coated Tower £/3.5 ol 


5-in. focal length. Focused by sliding the plastic 
tube containing the lens; a small pressure spring 
serves to hold the tube in position. Projector is 
equipped with a 100-watt spherical bulb, double con 
denser, and fan for cooling. Front could be elevated 
by turning a knurled nut 


each slide is pushed out of the projector by the fol 


Ihere is no slide carrier 
lowing one. Condenser is not easily accessible for 
cleaning (undesirable) he lens had considerabk 


color fringing and its resolving power was poor 
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Light output was low, and the evenness of the illumi 


nation was only fair. Cooling was adequate 


For 2-1/4 x 2-1/4 in. and 2-1/4 x 
1-5/8 in. Transparencies in 2-3/4 x 2- 
3/4 in. Slides 


A- 


Spencer Reviewer (American Optical Co., Chelsea 
Mass.) 


lens and carrving case 
tax. Carrier and adapter for 2 x 2 in. slides, $4.60 





$119.50 with 7-in. modified Petzval-type f 3.5 
Price includes federal excise 
extra Lens is focused by rotation of its helical 
mount Equipped with easily removable 500-watt 
bulb, triple condenser, heat-absorbing glass, and 
cooling fan Had lever device for elevating front 
Resolving power of lens, good. Evenness of illumi 
nation when projecting large slides, fairly good 
Light output, very good. Cooling was adequate 
(For the same projector with lens of 5-in. focal 


length, see B- Intermediate listing below 


B. Intermediate 


Spencer Reviewer (American Optical Co.) $104.50 





with 5-in. coated triplet lens and carrying cas¢ 
Price includes federal excise tax. Resolving power 
Evenness of 
byert 


of lens, good Light output, good 


illumination, poor. Bulb position was adjustable 


range was insufficient to permit adjustment to ‘ 
best position for the 5-in. lens 





Loud-Speakers for High-Fidelity Reproduction 


T IS A FACT well known to audio engineers 

that the loud-speaker is still the weak link in 
the chain of components so many thousands of 
people are assembling for listening to high-fidel- 
ity musical reproduction in the home or in audi- 
toriums of schools and colleges Unfortunately, 
the splendid performance that ts claimed in the 
advertising is seldom achieved in actual use of 
the speakers. Only a few years ago manuta 
turers were accenting the treble response ol 
their speakers, and at that time an exagyverated 
high frequency came to be associated in the 
minds of many with high fidelity; 


now being corrected, and the public and the 


this error is 
speaker manufacturers are awakening to the 
beauties of the dass register 
of the speaker 


In order to achieve 
this, many manufacturers are 
marketing some sort of “horn-loaded corner- 
which does have decided ad 


a substantial output in 


speaker system” 
vantages im producing 
For reproduction of the com 
a loud-speaker should be 


the bass region 
plete musical range, 
able to reproduce smoothly and faithfully the 
notes from a 16-{t. organ pipe about 32 cycles 
per second up to the high-frequency tinkle 
made by jingling kevs, or the overtones necessar\ 
for realistic 
15,000 cycles) 
ment in speakers in the last two or three years, 
but nothing of very striking importance, espe 
cially in speakers, that the average consumer 
could afford. It should be remembered, how 
ever, that the effective use of a speaker calls for 
good judgment in design and that any speaker 
will have improved low-frequency re- 


reproduction of the oboe (about 
There has been some improve 


much 


sponse if it is located near the junction of the 
floor and wall, and still better if located near the 
, in the 


junction of two walls and the floor i.e 
corner ol a room 

A corner location serves to increase the effec- 
tive radiating area of the cone and thus to im- 


prove the bass response 


speaker baffle in a corner does not constitute 


horn loading, however, nor does the sort of en- 


closure shown diagramatically in Figure 1 The 


latter is similar to a manufactured cabinet 


(Cabinart) which its maker refers to as “horn 
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Merely mounting the 


loading While it is true that such an enclosure 
will function satisfactorily only in a corner loca 
tion, true horn loading with this cabinet is prac 
tically non-existent; indeed, at low frequencies 
it functions in a wavy unfavorable to good 
Iwo other enclosures (/lec 
and Royal), although well 


made, function in much the same wa\ 


“clean” bass tones 
tro-Voice ‘Aristocrat 
Stephens 
have been more realistic in their claims tor their 
corner system and offer, with much the same 
design, somewhat the same results as were ob 
tained by Lansing with their excellent D-/004 
marketed several vears ago 

Many new speakers have become available in 
the past year or two Several of these show de 
cided improvement over some of the speakers 
considered good only a few vears ago Electro 
Voice, for instance, have added to their line sev 
eral new and relatively inexpensive units with 
commendable features 

The speakers which, during the years just 
past, presented the widest smooth range of re 
sponse remain unsurpassed, and, for the most 
Among the 15-inch single 
Lansing D-130 is still the 


most efficient, and, within its range, has the 


part, unequalled 

cone speakers, the 
smoothest response curve (i.e., free from sudden 
increases and decreases in sound output as one 
goes up the scale The Altec 604B (the 604C 
is the latest version) and the RCA LC/IA remain, 
along with the newly-improved Stephens 106AX, 
about equally acceptable as coaxial two-way 
systems The Alipschorn remains the standard 





(_rosse-sectional drawing of a sevralled 


Figure I 


horn-loaded corner speaker 
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for horn-loaded corner systems and has achieved 
wide notice and approval. This speaker is con- 
sidered to be without a peer in extreme low-fre- 
quency reproduction, unless one goes into the 
class of very large speakers suitable only for an 
auditorium, concert hall, or theater. It still costs 
$600 or more to obtain a speaker with a smooth, 
even response and low distortion in the middle 
and extreme audio-frequency ranges. Even 40 
to 8000 cycles with smooth response is not now 
available from any but the very costly systems, 
such as the Lansing D-1004 and the Klipschorn. 
The advantage of smooth reproduction in the 
range from 5000 to 15,000 cycles is commercially 
available among speakers tested by CR only in 
the Jensen G-610 triaxial. (Practically, few will 
find use for good performance in the extreme 
upper frequency range, as there is very, very 
little musical source material which provides 
clean output above 8000 or 10,000 cycles 

The ratings assigned to thos speakers in- 
cluded in CR’s latest study are based almost en- 
tirely on measurements of impedance for reson- 
ance and enclosure-loading effect, and of sound- 
pressure for smoothness and frequency range. 
Maximum power input at 5 percent distortion 
was measured and sound-producing capability 
and efficiency compared. Listening tests were 
also made. 

For the reader's convenience, we have included 
listings of all speakers tested to date by CR and 
still marketed. Somewhat detailed listings are 
given for those speakers covered in the present 
study, and brief listings without comment for 
speakers tested previously. (The 1952-53 An- 
nual Cumulative Bulletin, pages 123-125, gives 
more information on the latter.) It should be 
noted that the ratings for the speakers apply 
within their particular size and type classes. An 
8-inch speaker considered worthy of an A-Rec- 
ommended rating should not be expected to give 
sound quality comparable with a 12-inch speaker 
that received an A rating Likewise, an A- 
Recommended single-cone 15-inch speaker will 
not be comparable to an A-Recommended 15- 
inch coaxial unit. The prices given are those 
prevailing at the large and well-known mail- 
order radio and audio supply houses. 


Cone Speakers — 8-in. to 10-in. 
A. Recommended 


(Permoflux 


Permo-Flux ‘‘Royal Eight’’ 8&T8-1! 

Corp., 4900 W. Grand Ave., Chicago 39) $13.2 
Altec-Lansing, Dia-Cone Speaker 400B (A 
Sixth Ave., New York 








Lansing Corp., 161 
$22.50. 


Lansing ‘‘Signature,’’ Model 208 (James B. Lansing 
Sound, Inc., 2439 Fletcher Dr., Los Angeles 39) 
$24.30 2 

Hartley-Turner, Model 215 (H. A. Hartley Co., 
Ltd., 152 Hammersmith Rd., London W. 6, Eng 
land) $54. 3 

Wharfedale W10/CS (Available from British Indus 

164 Duane, N.Y.C., and several other 

$34.15. 3 











tries ( ‘orp P 


radio-audio mail-order houses) 


B. Intermediate 


Jensen Extended Range P8SX (Jensen Mfg. Co., 


6601 S. Laramie Ave., Chicago 38) $9. I 





Cone Speakers — 12-in. 
A. Recommended 


Electro-Voice, SP12-B (Electro-Voice, Inc., 418 Car 
roll, Buchanan, Mich.) $26.50. Rated 15 watts 
20 watts above 100 c.p.s. 8 ohms 





above 30 « p.s., 
Frequency response smoother than with speakers of 
older design having a small viice coil; considered 
comparable to Altec 600B in this respect. Efficiency 
lower than Altec 600B but considered somewhat 
higher than GE S/201D. Measured frequency re 
65 to 6500 « p.s Freedom from directional 
better 


sponse, 
effect (“‘beaming’’) of higher frequencies, fair; 
than small-voice-coil cone speakers but not com 
parable to multicellular horns, such as are used with 
Altec 603B and the Lansing D-130. 2 
Jensen, Model K-210 (Jensen Mfg. Co.) $23.25. 2 
University Diffusicone 12 (University Loudspeakers 
Inc., White Plains, N.Y $26.50. Rated 30 watts 
8 ohms. Very good performance, about equal to 
Electro-Voice SP 12 B but efficiency considerably low 
er. Power-handling capability, very good 2 
Altec-Lansing Dia-Cone 600B (Altec-Lansing Corp.) 
$46.50 3 
Electro-Voice, Model SP12_ (Electro-Voice, Inc.) 
$53. Rated 25 watts. 8 ohms 
indicative of very good performance. Efficiency, 
very high, about equal to that of Altec 600B 
handling ability, very good. Note: tests and measure 














Response curve was 
Power 


ments were made with speaker mounted both in the 
manufacturer's recommended enclosure, and in a 
well-constructed corner-mounting reflexed box, which 
gave better performance in the bass 3 
Wharfedale W12/,CS (Wharfedale Wireless Works, 
Bradford Rd., Idle, Bradford, Yorkshire, England) 
$58 3 





B. Intermediate 


General Electric S1201D (General Electric Co., 
Syracuse) $20 1 
General Electric §1203D (General Electric Co.) $14. 1 
Jensen P1I2SX (Jensen Mfg. Co.) $12.50 1 
Permo-Flux 1278-1 $16.20 
Rated 10 watts Efficiency, very low, com 


Reproduction ragged. 











(Permoflux Corp.) 





8 ohms 


paratively Distortion high 
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in bass. Performance not considered comparable to 
that of the popular GE S1201D 
surprisingly high, but level of sound out 


Power-handling 
capability, 
put, because of low efficiency, was considered insuf 
ficient for critical listener. Beaming effect at higher 

frequencies was excessive 1 
Stephens 112 FR (Stephens Mfg. Corp., 10416 Na 

tional Blvd., Los Angeles 34) $30.90 Rated 15 
Smooth reproduction of lower and middle 
range. Slightly preferable to GE S1201D, but not the 


equal of the Electro-Voice SP12.B 2 





watts 


Cone Speakers — 15-in. 
A. Recommended 


Altec-Lansing Dia-Cone 603B 

$75 3 
Electro-Voice SP-15 (Electro-Voice, In $70.50 
16 ohms 


Power-handling capability 


ltec-Lansing Corp.) 








Rated 30 watts Very good performance 
Efficiency, very high 
very good and slightly above the Electro-V otce 
12, but see note in listing of Sp/2 

Lansing D-130 lames B 


$70.40 


Lansing Sound 





B. Intermediate 


Stephens 102FR Rated 
16 ohms 


fect pronounced 


Stephens Mfg. Corp.) $69 





20 watts Efficiency, high. Beaming ef 
Power-handling capability, very 
good. Considered not as desirable overall as either 


Lansing D-130 or Electro-Voice SP-15 3 


Coaxial and Triaxial Speakers 
A. Recommended 


Jensen, Model G-610 Triaxial (Jensen Mfg. Co.) 
$225 with dividing network but no cabinet Type M 
cabinet and matching transformers, $122 extra. AA3 

Altec-Lansing 604B (Altec-Lansing Corp.) $159. 3 

Jensen, Model H-510 (jensen Mig. Co.) $91 3 

RCA LCIA (Radio Corp. of America, Camden, N.].) 
Speaker and roll-off network only 
facturer and dealers at $110 to $154 
with high-frequency control 3 

Stephens 106AX Co-Axial (Stephens Mig. Corp.) 
$122. Rated 20 watts. 16 ohms 


was “smooth’ and typical of curves obtained from 











quoted by manu 


$250 in cabinet 





Response curve 


the finest speakers. Decline at high-frequency end 
response judged not as 
Altec-equipped Alij 
Efficiency, very high comparable to Alte 
Lansing 604B and much higher than RCA LCIA 


Power 


of range, smooth and gentle 
smooth as with Lansing- or 


scAaorn 


High-frequency dispersion wide and smooth 
handling capability, very good. Preferably used in 
cabinet having volume of at least & cu. ft., for best 


bass response 3 


B. Intermediate 


RCA 515S1 (Radio Corp. of America) $30 


University 6201 Coaxial (University Loudspeakers, 
Inc.) $44.10. Rated 25 watts 


coaxial speaker and the only 





& ohms \ true 
12-in 
Efficiency 
SP12.B, was ample 
While rated 


B. Intermediate as a coaxial speaker, it would be rated 


coaxial unit 
known to be manufactured though not 
comparable to Electro-Votce 
Power-handling capability, very good 
A. Recommended when compared with non-coaxial 
12-in. speakers (some of which are in the same price 
bracket as the 620] 


would likely prefer the listening qualities of the Alex 


We believe that most listeners 


600B, which offers smoother response, although over 


a narrower range 2 


Two-Way ——— 


(Separate Wooler and Tweeter) 
A. Recommended 


(Klipsch & Associates, 
$516 to 

AA3 
Lansing Sound, Inc.) 
AA3 


$276, in 


Klipsch Speaker System 
Hope, Ark 
$696, including cabinet 

Lansing D-1004 lames B 
$390, including cabinet finished in mahogany 

Electro-Voice 101E 
cluding Regal cabinet 2 

Lansing D-1000 lames B. Lansing Sound, Inc.) 
$219, including cabinet 

Altec-Lansing 820A _ (Altec-Lansing Corp $525, 
including cabinet 
Uses 2 Alte 
driver, and Altee N-SOOD crossover network. Effi 
ciency, slightly lower than Alipsch, 
than Lansing D-1004 

and manufacturer's 30-watt rating is con 





manufacturer and distributor) 





(} lectro Voice, In } 











Rated 30 watts 6-12 ohms 


803 woofers, Altec 802 high-frequencs 
slightly higher 
Power-handling capability, 
excellent 
servative High-frequency response considered not 
as smooth as with Lansing D-1004 


inferior to that of either the 


Bass response 
considered slightly 
Lansing 
VI0A apacity to 


or ipsch The main advantage of the 
produce a large volume of sound, 
would of interest if the unit was for m an 


auditorium or theater 3 


B. Intermediate 


Audio Pacific Multiple Loudspeaker System (Audio 
Pacific Co., 6110 Santa Monica, Hollywood 38) 
$150 I 





High-Frequency Speakers (Tweeters) 
A. Recommended 


Model 1290 
$31.50 with Model 1217 horn 


Lansing ‘‘ Acoustic Lens,”’ (James B 





Lansing Sound, In 
$114, complete with Model 175 
watts at frequencies above 1200 c.p.s 


Rated 25 


16 ohms in 


driver 


put impedance Directional characteristics were 
measurements and in listening 


VU ulticellular Hlorn On both 


bases, there was a preference for the “Acoustic Lens” 


compared both by 


tests with the Lansing 


syn ket CR does not believe that the owner of a 


Vulticellular Horn, part of the Lansing D-1004 and 
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D-1000 systems, would be justified unless money 


is no object to make a change to the “Acoustic 
Lens"; the improvement in results (made at a sub 
stantial extra cost) would not ordinarily be appreci 


ated < 


B. Intermediate 


Jensen Q&P High Frequency Speaker and A40-1 
Dividing Network (Jensen Mfg. Co.) Speaker 


$7.60; Dividing Network, $20.60 1 
Racon CHU-1 and CHU-2 Tweeters with CON-15R 


or CON-20 Crossover Network (Racon Electrix 














Co., Inc., 52 E. 19, New York 3) Tweeters, $17.60 
and $22; Crossover Networks, $6.50 and $13.20. 1 
University 4401 Tweeter and 4405 Filter (University 
Loudspeakers, Inc.) Tweeter, $11.80; Filter, $5.90. 1 
Atlas HF-1 High Frequency Tweeter and Cross- 
over Network (Atlas Sound Corp., 1443 39 St 
Brooklyn 18, N.Y.) $59. 2 








* . * 


Masco High Frequency Tweeter HFT-100 (Mark 
Simpson Mfg. Co., 32-38 49 St., Long Island City, 
N.Y.) $14.40. Rated 8 watts. 3.2 to 16 ohms 1 





Faults of New Car Styling 


MAN writing a letter to The Wall Street 

Journal has made some telling points re- 
garding what is wrong with today’s cars, points 
which very well confirm objections which Con 
sumers’ Research has raised to the design of 
today’s automobiles. One outstanding example 
of the trend toward unsatisfactory designs has 
been the manufacturers’ discontinuance of the 
useful and damage-preventing running boards 
without any sign of a desire or sanction on the 
part of the people who buy and use the cars 


Mr. D. S. Purdy, writing from Athens, Ohio, 
complains that when he was unfortunate enough 
to get off the road, and have his car slide against 
a tree or embankment, the old-style running 
board took the punishment, usually with little 
cost to the owner; without the running board, 
costly damage is done. 


The objections by Mr. Purdy also include 
criticism of the great glass area in the car with 
greatly decreased structural strength on 
account of which tipping or rolling over of the 
car is likely to be a far more serious matter than 
in the older models, which had enough substance 
in sides, doors, and corner posts to stand the 
stresses of overturning and perhaps even of roll 


ing down an embankment. 


Another letter writer complained that a slight 
scraping of the chromium strip along the rear 
fenders of his car cost him a repair bill of $17.50, 
and the entire upholstery of the rear had to be 
removed on that side to permit the work to be 
done. He complained bitterly about the rear 
“wheel pants,” which it took a half hour of 
skinned knuckles and profanity one cold night 
to remove so that a tire could be changed. Our 
own experience has been that at times even 
service station men are unable to get the wheel 
pants off readily and without damage to the 
finish. Every time we see a Model A Ford, a 
Jeepster, or the popular British M.G. we wonder 
why it ever occurred to the automobile manu 
facturers that it was so important to bury the 
wheels in an enclosure and so unimportant to 
make them accessible to the operation of tire 
changing. Some persons think manufacturers 
of automobiles and appliances are just mean 
enough to want to force everyone needing a 
repair or servicing operation into an authorized 
service station but, if that is the purpose, it is 
a self-defeating one, for a lot of consumers dis 
tinctly resent a tendency to make it hard for 
anvone lacking a host of special tools, devices, 
and equipment to do even a simple repair or 
adjustment job on an automobile or appliance. 
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Tests of Sears, Wards, and Rival Egg Beaters 


HORTLY after the report on egg beaters 

appeared in the June 1952 CONSUMERS’ 
RESEARCH BULLETIN, Sears, Roebuck & Co 
and Montgomery Ward & Co. informed CR that 
the Sears’ Maid of Honor and the Montgomery 
Ward beaters tested were old models Jong out of 
production and not representative of the beaters 
sold at that time Both beaters had been rated 
C. Not Recommended because the gears jammed 
in use so that the beaters would not turn. Other 
beaters of these brands were subsequently ordered 


by a buyer for CR 


The gears ol the Sears’ Maid of Honor beatet 
Cat. No. 11-4010) bought in June 1952 were 
in truth of better design (see Figure 1 
not give trouble with binding and sticking in 


, and did 


use as those of the previous model did he 
new Sears’ beater was much more durable and 
gave much better performance than the one 


tested previously 


On the other hand, a Montgomery Ward beater 
which was received on mail order in July 1952 
was the same as the Ward beater having the 
identical catalog number (86—4146) that had 
been reported unfavorably in CR’'s June 1952 
BULLETIN. Another 
with the same catalog number purchased by mail 
in March 1953, however, was of a different de- 


Vontgomery Ward beater 


sign (as to gear details) and its gears were good, 
and the same as those of the new Sears’ Maid of 
llonor 
regret 


Ward beater would in this case) that a given 


Consumers sometimes have cause to 
as the buvers of the earlier model of the 


mail-order catalog number does not necessaril\ 
go with a definite product, but may represent 
an article of one grade, quality, or performance 
at one time, and a quite different product at 


another 


Ihe Rival Speed Mixer was also tested be- 
cause the manufacturer claimed that it was dil 
ferent from the Yoder to which he had bought 
Yoder was also discussed in 
the June article. The Rival showed improved 
performance in the use test and better durability 
in the life test than the Yoder, but was not so 
good as the A-Recommended beaters. The new- 
est Sears’, Montgomery Ward, and Rival beaters 
tested all warrant a higher rating then their 


the rights (The 


predecessors reported on in the June 1952 But 
LETIN, however The egg beaters that were 
listed in the June 1952 article are given after the 
asterisks in the three groups of listings. 


A. Recommended 
Maid of Honor *‘Chef Quality’ Egg Beater (Sears 





Roebuck's Cat. No. 11-4010 
Wooden handle, and well-designed gears made of 
Stainless-steel dashers did not 


$2.66, plus postage 


nvlon (see Figure 1) 
rust when immersed in water 24 hr. Five turns of 
the dashers for one turn of the crank (,00d per 
formance in the use tests 
Montgomery Ward Egg Beater (Cat. No. 86-4146) 
Only beaters having well-cde 
signed nvlon gears like those of the Maid of Honor 
pictured on the left in Figure 1 are A. Recommended 


* * . 


Maynard No. 77 Speed Mixer, %4 





$2.98, plus postage 


Ekco Best 





Beater No. 676, 35 





B. Intermediate 


Rival Speed Mixer, No. 425 (Rival Mig. Co., Kansas 





City &, Mo Has 3 attachments 


a single dasher, a double dashet 


S10 | lus postage 
ind a whipper. On 
shaft turns four revolutions to one turn of the crank, 


Handle 


dashers which did not rust when immersed in water 


the other, five of plastic Stainless steel 


24 hi kat good performance in the use tests 3 
. > > 


Edlund Egg Beater, $1.25 





Red-E- Mixer, $1.79 


C. Not Recommended 

Maid of Honor “‘Chef Qual- 
ity’’ Egg Beater, Sears-Roebuck’s Cat. No. 11 
4010, and Montgomery Ward Egg Beater, “at 
No. 86-4146 (with poorly-designed gears, the same 
as those on the right in Figure 1); DeLuse Super 
Whirl Egg Beater, $4; Yoder High Speed Food 


Mixer, $6 




















Figure 1 


Left the well-designed nylon gears found on the neu 
Sears’ Maid of Honor and Ward beaters. Right the 
poorly-designed nylon gears found on the Maid of Honor 
and Ward beaters reported on in the June 1952 Bulletin 
On the gears shown at the right, the endwise clearance of 
the large driving gear belween is bearings was far too 
large. This excess clearance contributed lo the difficulty 
with gear action reported 
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A Drier for the Clothes Closet 


AMPNESS in closets, often followed by a 

growth of mildew on shoes and clothing, 
presents a considerable problem to households 
throughout most of the United States. Although 
this is especially true in the summer, and in the 
southern states, mildew may cause trouble as 
far north as Alaska, and at any 
relative humidity stays for some time at about 
70 percent or higher. It has been estimated that 
damage by mildew in the U.S 


season if the 


costs over 100 
million dollars every year 

Mildew is not a simple stain as it sometimes 
appears to be, but is a form of plant life, a fungus, 
which usually grows best in a warm, moist, and 
dark environment. The fungi use organic mat- 
ter, such as shoes and clothing, as a source of 
food, and if left undisturbed too long, completely 
ruin the material on which they have grown, de- 
stroying its appearance and strength. Before 
putting winter or rainy weather clothes away, 
they should be thoroughly cleaned and dried, 
and then stored in as dry a place as possible. 
QClothing in a closet should be hung in a way 
to permit free circulation of air. 

An effective method of preventing or retard- 
ing the growth of mildew on clothes in closets is 
to warm the air so as to reduce its relative humide 











The Airdri Electric Closet Drier 


ity. A small increase in temperature with a 
corresponding decrease in relative humidity of a 
few percentage points may be enough to prevent 
the formation of mildew on clothes or shoes in 
a closet 

There are now several small heating units on 
the market for this purpose; one ol these, the 
tested 
rhis heating unit is 


closet drier, was recently 
by Consumers’ Research. 
installed by hanging it on a small nail about 12 


Airdri electri 


inches above the floor in the closet, and allowed 
to run continuously during the periods when 
mildew might develop. The warm air circulates 
through the closet by convection. The Airdri 
is a metal-shielded resistance-heating unit, for 
use with either a.c. or d.c. It comes equipped 
with 534 feet of cord, but since most closets do 
not have electrical outlets, it may present some 
difficulty or electrical hazard in wiring. The 
National Electrical Code, the national standard 
covering problems of electrical fire hazard, ap- 
proved by the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers, spec ifically prohibits the use of flexible 
cord, such as that on the Airdri, where it is run 
through walls or doorways or floors or attached 
to building surfaces; thus to use such an appli- 
ance an expensive electrical wiring job may be 
required. A flexible electric cord passing under 
or over a door presents a serious hazard of short 
a possibility of fire which must be 
avoided, even at the risk of mildewed clothing 
A fire insurance company might in some cases 
substantial fire loss if 


circuit and 


reluse payment for a 
caused by such illegal wiring; in practice, they 
would perhaps not resist payment on a loss but 
might subsequently refuse to issue a policy on 
the property. A 
property, where there are fire-hazard inspections, 


“code violation” on a business 


would probably cause a rise in the rate on the 


insured property, or in an extreme case might 


even result in the insurance company’s canceling 
the poli y.! 


No valid general statement can be made regarding insurance « 
panies practices in payment of losses of insured persons where 
tions arise in respect to possible violations of the electrical code 

likely the situation depends upon local fire experience and 

in some communities and with some agents the scales may be tips 
in favor of the insured; in other cases, the companies may be more 
inclined to take a stiffer position in paying for losses where carele 
ness or a faulty wiring installation might have been a factor 


24 @ CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN @ APRIL, 19,5 





The effectiveness of the Atrdri depends on the 
temperature and humidity in the closet, the size 
of the closet, how often and how long the door 
Some cor- 
rection of excessive humidity could be obtained 
by installing an electric light bulb in the closet 
to warm the air, but the National Electrical 
Code does not permit any 110-volt light to be 
installed in a closet near the floor, where it would 
lo meet 


is opened, and several other factors. 


be most efficient in combating mildew 
the code’s requirements the light unit must be 
installed in the ceiling or on the wall above the 
door, and pendant fixtures are not permissible 
in closets. The light, if one is used for the pur- 
pose, should be allowed to burn continuously 
during very humid weather and must be well 
shielded so that no clothing or other combus- 
tibles could under any circumstances come into 
direct contact with the hot lamp bulb. The 
wiring precautions for a lamp would be the same 
as for the Azrdrt. 
closet lights and closet wiring in general, see the 
article on page 20 of the March 1953 Con- 
SUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN 

Another closet drier, the Dampp-Chaser, sold 
by Dampp-Chaser, Inc., P.O. Box 520, Hender- 


For a brief discussion of other 


sonville, N.C., is available at $6.95. It isa tube 
36 inches long, containing a 25-watt heating 
element, which is placed on the floor of the 
Dampp-Chaser is listed by the 
Laboratories but has not 


closet Che 
Underwriters’ been 
tested by CR 


apply to the power ¢ ord as have been mentioned 


The same comments, of course, 


regarding the Airdri device 


B. Intermediate 


(Airdri As 


Pete rsburg, 


Airdri Electric Closet Drier, Model 9% 
sociates, 1900 Lhirteenth Ave NX st 
Fla.) $5.95 





115 volts as or dx 25 watts (cost 


about 65c a month). 844 x 3x 3in., with 
Shock hazard as 


I asse “d 


to operate 
534 ft. of rubber-covered wire 
indicated by leakage current was negligible 
high-voltage test for breakdown of insulation. Car 
ries Underwriters’ Laboratories’ seal. Easy to use 
and safe, provided a proper electrical outlet is avail 
able, within the closet, as required by the National 
Electrical Cod Its value in preventing mildew 
would depend on the conditions of temperature, hu 
midity, and air circulation in the place of use; prob 
ably in most cases it would serve its purpose satis 


factorils 
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anti-static agents for seat 
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batteries, storaget Mar., 12-14 Det 
fog lamps, effectiveness Mar., 30 holdt 
M.G. (British car)? Jan., 18-1% 
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Feb., 2, 16-17 not permitted 


care in use 


Dodge Feb., 23-24 qutematts 
Plymouth; Chrysler Mar., 5-7 
oll additives Feb., 9 
pistons, leaky, sealing! Mar. 25-26 
running without oil Feb., 24 
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snow, effectiveness Jan., 25-26 
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Editorial 


booklet review 
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Freezer foods not economical 
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advertising?! 
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Motion pictures? 
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Fluoridation of water supplies 
Food choppers, without table 


Heating equipment 
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Photostats, low-priced sourcet. Jan., 15 


Feb., 4 


Mar., 7 
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Feb., 4 Sewing machines 
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thread tension adjuster Jan., 
“zigzag” (Singer)? Feb., 15- 
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Snow plowt Feb., 
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advertising| Jan., 
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Table, folding! Jan., 
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Television receivers 
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Transparencies, color, storing  Jan., 
Tuners, AM-FM, high 

fidelity? Mar., 22.- 
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Watches, packing for shipping Mar., 4 
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Feb., 25-30 


Models, new, suggestion to 


Mar., 11 mmdscaics thal lastin names or brands « 
each issue 
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Regulating Room Temperature to Save Fuel 


HE question frequently arises whether any 

fuel is saved by turning the thermostat of 
the heating system to a lower setting at night in 
homes where, as usually is the case, considerably 
less heat is needed at night than in the daytime. 
Studies by the University of Illinois have shown 
that when all bedroom windows were left closed 
at night and the thermostat setting was reduced 
6 degrees (from 72°F to 66°F) there was a fuel 
saving of about 5 percent as compared with the 
situation when the thermostat setting was left 
unchanged during all hours of the day and night. 
The time required in the morning for the heating 
system to bring the house back to normal tem- 
perature was, of course, a factor in the problem; 
it was found that restoration to the normal day- 
time temperature took about two hours when 
the temperature outdoors was 50 degrees, and 
up to four hours when the outdoor temperature 
was 15 degrees. 

The saving described is probably not worth 
while unless the thermostat can be returned to 
the desired setting in the morning, automatically, 
or unless some member of the household regular- 
ly gets up several hours betore others and can 
reset the thermostat several hours in advance of 
the arising of other members of the family. 

The resetting of the thermostat can be pro- 
vided by either of two means. The usual means 
until recently was the so-called clock thermostat, 
available at a cost up to about $40 plus an instal- 
lation charge of perhaps $10. In some such de- 
vices there are two thermostats, one which is 
operative during the daytime hours and another 
one which goes into effect at night, when a 
switch operated by the clock transfers the con 
trol circuit from one thermostat to the other. 

There are several devices sold today which 
perform the same function in a simpler way, per- 
mitting a more economical construction and 
eliminating the need for calling in an electrician 
or a heating plant man to do a special wiring job 
One such device tested by CR is the Temp-0- 
Matic, which consists of two parts, a small ele 
tric heating unit, and a timer or clock that turns 
on or off the current through the heating element 

The principle is simple. The small electric 
heating element is hung just below the regular 
thermostat; a current of warm air rising from this 


element surrounds the sensitive element of the 
regular thermostat. This heating element is con- 
nected by a piece of lamp cord to the timer con- 
trol, which is plugged into a regular 110-volt 
supply circuit. On the timer control, there is a 
clock dial with a pointer which is set by a knob; 
a small lever at the rim of the knob is set at the 
time at which it is desired to reduce the tempera- 
ture in the house at any time between 7 P.M. 
and 1 A.M. When the time comes at which the 
temperature is to be reduced, the control switch 
turns on the heating element, which raises the 
temperature of the air around the thermostat by 
about 10 degrees. (This temperature is deter- 
mined by the distance below the thermostat at 
which the heating unit is set so that the user has 
some control over the depression of room tem- 
perature occurring during the night hours.) The 
effect is as though the thermostat setting had been 
lowered by hand by an approximate 10 degrees. 
At 5:30 in the morning, the heating element is 
switched off by the timer control, and very soon 
thereafter the thermostat will call for heat and 
will continue to do so until the room reaches a 
temperature corresponding to the normal day- 
time setting of the thermostat. 

here is no provision for adjusting the time 
at which the unit operates in the morning other 
than bv setting the clock fast or slow For ex- 
ample, setting the clock one hour slow will bring 
the heat up at 6:30 instead of 5:30. If at any 
time the householder does not wish to reduce the 
heat during the night, he simply operates a small 
toggle switch located on the cover of the heating 
element; when this is in “off’’ position, no cur- 
rent passes through the heating element. 

[wo samples of this device tested by CR func- 
tioned satisfactorily. Current consumption was 
small, amounting to 3 watts for the clock and 5 
watts for the clock and heater, equivalent to 
about 9 cents per month with electricity at 34% 
cents per kilowatt-hour. The unit was well 
made and finished, but considered high priced. 
It is listed by Underwriters’ Laboratories. 


A. Recommended 
Temp-O-Matic, Model TO-21-X (Temp-O-Mati 
Div. of the D-Frost-O-Matic Corp., 6 N. Michigan 
Ave., Chicago 2) $19.95. 
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Manufacturers Should Furnish Proof of Claims 


HE following from the 

Note in the article on crankcase oil additives 
which appeared in the September 1951 Con 
SUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN will be of interest 
to anyone inclined to raise a question about the 


excerpt Editor's 


truth of claims for the large number of products 
on which there is cause to suspect that the advert 
tising overstates the 


merits of the item or is 


definitely misleading, deceptive, or fraudulent 
The points here given will, of course, apply to 


kinds of 


automobil ot but 


many things not just additives for 


likewise many other mo 


mentarily popular lubricants for automobiles 


and various electrical or mechanical devices 


improving lormance, preventing skids 


lvets ! istallat m of television rece} 


to improve ecept on are n the same catevol 


ire also tra-small fire extinguishers, cel 


iterprooting compounds wate! conditioner 
| sulbs. and 100-perce 
Various clear 


1 other ical products for use 


the none should nm genera be subjected t© 


Same sort ol test the truth and validit: 


adve rtisin 
The 


j , , 1cF ranert ; 
ered ij I ul SuHAST adverttsin 


vy { LITTIS 


juaitty or unusual char 


interesting and appea ing 
produci 18 One wiere fc 
as tinev 
wou d win a ) 1a 11¢h-pri ed motor o1 or 
al motor ot 


€ consnhpier 


, / ; 7 ; 
vHnoe does icHnnica aii 


formation postition that 
unless and untt 
proo i] 
techn 
Oo chem 
“ 
fePcAnoios 


] a for examination be 


sure it proves the points claimed in the ad- 
vertising; that it is based upon li 


report 1 hur? 


1borator est 


or analyse Vv gualil i prole onai experi 





/ 


fimonia 





that the layman 


mal experts would 


be able 


the manufacturer 


to determine whether the information 


furnished as proof regarding 
ind de 


pendable or that.-all possible and relevant harm 


absence of harmful substances was true 


ful properties had been tested for. It necessarily 
follows from this that for many persons, especial 
afford 
for a product that may not be 


ly those who cannot to risk their money 


good, the only 


sound solution t to buy when the 


when th 


product . 


claims are not supported informa 


tion furnished ts not judg sound, rele 


vant, ind correct It very olten happen 


that information oi a sort will be furnished, but 
it not go to the heart of the 


establish the 


proble m and 


facts which needed to support 


the advertising claims is fair to assume that 


if anv one of the major advertising claims ts 


not supported trust should not by placed in the 


others, either 


It ! necessar’ I nnd that the 


} 


loss purchase n i 


mistaken 
on the 


produc t 


choice may not be to the outla 


Lim le ss or misre pre an | 


product The 


ma’ harm to ipphance or to other 


equipment which it 1s used, or present a 


fre or shock haz | (,reat numbers of auto 


mobile radiat lor example, have been ruined 


by anti-! Z olutions of a wholl insuitable 


type sales ks repre 


sented C1 nt nd tree trom the 
danger | line t I il vc ts cooling 
ot devices tor 
' 


or COOK 


i SO that 
ime through 
the sort 


statemet! 
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Oil Filters 


Oil filters are a frequent subject of inquiries to 
CR This brief article tells the layman what he 
needs to know about the value and limitations of 
oil filters for automobiles 


ANUFACTURERS of oil filters for auto- 
mobiles have produced reams of adver- 
tising copy in attempts to prove that their prod- 
ucts are essential for the proper operation of an 
After 
consumer may well wonder how his car has been 


automobile. reading such claims, the 
able to give good performance, perhaps for many 
years, without an oil filter; yet, as everyone 
knows, millions of cars have operated and will 
continue to run well without an oil filter. It 
may be conceded that under certain rather un- 
usual conditions and with frequent replacement 
of the filter element an oil filter may be of some 
value; but on the whole a filter does not appear 
to afford either a good or a sure solution to the 
problem of oil contaminated by dirt, dust, and 
sludge. 

The purpose of an oil filter is primarily to re- 
move from the oil such abrasive material — par- 
ticles of dust and sand as may enter through 
the air filter and the crankcase breather pipe; 
an oil filter may also separate out the metal 
particles that result from wear in the engine. 
Most filters, however, are installed with a by- 
pass on the pressure side of the pump, and only 
5 to 10 percent of the oil flow passes through 
the filter. The oil emerging from the filter is 
returned to the crankcase where it mixes with 
the unfiltered oil; thus abrasive material may 
pass through the bearing surfaces many times 
As the filter 
is used, its filtering efficiency drops off rapidly, 


before it is removed by the filter. 


and less and less of the abrasive material is re- 
moved until finally it totally 
ineffective. Thus it is that under normal condi- 
tions an oil filter 1s rarely effective enough to war 
rant installation and upkeep cost, if the cartridge 
is not replaced as frequently as tt should be to ob- 


becomes almost 


tain a substantial filtering effect (and it usually is 
some 


cars are now using full-flow oil filters in which all 


not replaced as often as it needs to be). 


of the oil normally filter. 
While these are an improvement over the partial 
flow or by-pass type, the full-flow filters, too, 
the filtering elements are 


passes through the 


are effective only if 
changed much more frequently than the average 
(In this 
type, a spring-loaded by-pass valve opens to 


driver is likely to care to « hange them 


permit the engine to be lubricated by unfiltered 
oil when the filter has become « logged Filters 
are now available which use a permanent porous 
filter his 
eliminates the problem of cartridge replacement, 


bronze diaphragm arrangement 
but the clogged diaphragm must be cleaned at 
frequent intervals with gasoline. We are not 
able to say at this time how well the porous- 
metal filters will pass oil after they have been 
used for a long time and cleaned repeatedly 

The removal by oil filters of additives now 
present in the oils recommended for most new 
cars has been given considerable attention by 
the oil industry, the Bureau of Standards, and 
others, and the consensus of opinion appears to 
be that filters using a cellulose (paper) filtering 
medium have the least effect in removing deter 
gent and other additives which should, of 
course, remain in the oil. The concentration ol 
detergent additive originally present in the oil 
is sufficient to allow for the loss that occurs with 
use of this type of filter. (Filters using clay, 
fuller’s earth, or activated earth should not be 
used with additive oils, for they will almost 
completely remove the additives for which the 
consumer paid and which give the oil its “‘pre- 
mium” 

It is significant to note (1 
highest priced American cars, and the one gen- 
erally conceded to offer the most in prestige to 
its owners, the Cadillac, which one may presume 
will be fitted with all 


cessories, as it is delivered to its pure hasers, does 


values. ) 
that one of the very 


needed and useful ac 

not include an oil filter as standard equipment 
(A partial flow type of filter is available as ac- 
cessory equipment at an extra price if desired 

(2) The Pontiac Owner's Guide states “External 
type oil filters or cleaners are not necessary or 
desirable on Pontiac cars and no provision has 
been made for their installation.” 
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Of the Editor’s Chest 


Continued from page 2) 


the quality is right and the cooking done to 


thei specification: Vegetables they can often 
take or leave alone. Perhaps they have acquired 
a deep suspicion of this factor in a well-balanced 
vegetables nowadays are so 
otten hard 


rare roast beef and steak, but bullet-like under 


dietary because 


undercooked and One may like 
done peas or lima beans, and tough string beans 
are a gastronomical atrocity \pparently the 
propaganda of earlier vears to persuade house- 
wives to avoid cool In vegetables to death has 
ind cooks have, not un- 
the other 
but the fact remains that too few 


taken hold. too firmly, 


naturally, gone far toward extreme, 
restaurants, 
which otherwise serve 1 tasty me il, 


that 


even those 


cooked vegetables Peas 


provide tender 
are hard as bullets are now commonly associated 


with those vearly banquets put on by service 


clubs and other organizations, and mav be one 
reason why the te rm banque t’ is no longer the 
synonym it once was for a pleasurable feast of 
shellfish, fish, poultry, and roast or broiled meat 
Good coffee is enjoyed by men and women 
alike, but is surprisingly rare even in restaurants 
How to 


produce it, what vessel to use, how to select the 


where everything else is first class 


blend, is a subject to which considerable space 
Most 


cup ol cofiee ts that the beans be freshly roasted 


could be devoted important to a good 


and freshly ground (not vacuum packed), the 


water properly boiling and preferably soft (not 


artificially softened l'astes in blends will vary, 
and it is even considered desirable in some sex 
tions to add chicory for a slightly bitter flavor 
Ice cream is often of low quality is some res- 
taurants which otherwise pride themselves on 


I he ice 


advertised 


good: food. cream will often be of a 


well-known, brand usually low 


in butterfat and high in sugar and “stabilizer” 


content Even if it costs slightly more, a less 
well-known brand of the ‘“‘French"’ or “‘Philadel- 
phia-type” ice cream of higher quality could 
probably be obtained if the management would 
just take the trouble to select and buy ice cream 
carefully 

Overuse of spices and of salt in cooking is ob 


jectionable to many discriminating eaters In 


some parts of the country, restaurant cooks 
have so little faith in the quality of thet soups, 
meats, and that the 
them habitually Chefs, too 
that 


pepper, must 


vegetables overseason 


come to assume 


their taste in salt and spice, especially 


necessarily pi is the customers 


The wis restaurant man will insist on severe 


restraint in respect to all additions of salt and 


of pepper, curry, ind other spices 


Another objectionable habit of restaurants is 


the serving of canned vegetables and fruits when 
the price charged tor meals is ample to justify 


the use ot fresh vegetables in season, or trozven 


ones in oll -se iso p riods (,reen peas ona 


menu unfortunately does not mean what the 


unwary patron often thinks it means; they are 


green but not fresh, as the adjective connotes 


In any establishment where the food is well 


prepared ind the selection eood., itmsa pity to 
have the whole effect spoiled by an unamiable 


The re 


juices when a girl snaps at the 


waiter or waitress is something chilling 


to the digestive 


simple-hearted diner who wants to substitute 


another vegetable for potatoes of who is in- 


thirsty and expresses a wish to have 


Bar k in 


the days of meat rationing when so many people 


ordinately 
his water glass replenished regularly 


to obt un 
th il 


ate out in order in adequate diet, it 


was a common joke restaurant managers 
had to cater to their help, but customers they 
had in abundance limes have changed and 
the waiter or waitress who makes the customer 
feel welcome and who is cordial in seeing that 
water glasses are kept filled and that when steak 
is ordered rare, it comes rare (or is cheerfully 
taken back to the kitchen if it turns out to be 
will often be an important factor in 


| here 


well done 
bringing customers back again and again 


is something very satistying in having an atten 


tive waiter or waitress not only willing, but 


eager to see that one’s wants are carefully at 


words a waiter who earns 


| 


service ind 1 not 


tended t in other 
his pay tor just present, off 
and on, at your meal 

In many sections of the countr itis a lavorite 
week-end pastime to explore the eating facilities 
west and 


within driving range in the fas 
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southwest driving range may be 100 miles or 
more. Undoubtedly there are many points not 
covered by these random observations that are 
important determining whether a 
restaurant or roadside eating place is popular or 
not. We always enjoy about other 
people's likes and dislikes on the subjec t. 


factors in 


hearing 
Keep 
in mind that when an otherwise good restaurant 
has one or two features that are annoying, they 
should be brought to the attention of the man- 


Cure for the 


HERE HAVE BEEN some inquiries about 
a product called Bacco Ban, described as a 
palatable, oral preparation an 
overcoming the habitual 
rhe active ingredient of this product 
is lobeline sulfate. The distributors are Xeno- 
teck, Inc., Van Nuys, Calif., and Stanan Prod- 
1306, Grand Central Station, New 


“pleasantly 
aid in craving for 


tobacco. 


ucts, Box 


Yor k 17. 


Competent medical information indicates that 


lobeline sulfate does not have any significant 
pharmacological or therapeuti value, although 
it is admitted that some individuals who expect 
the medicine to be helpful might find a prepara 
tion containing lobeline sulfate an aid in discon- 
tinuing the smoking habit. Medical opinion is, 
further, that excessive smoking is a psychiatri 
problem and should be treated as such. It is 
doubted that 
lobeline sulfate to the general public is justified, 


likely to receive 


the sale of products containing 


since few perhaps would be 
benefit from their use, except through the effects 
ol suggestion, just as people often feel better 
after taking a medicine from which favorabk 


results have been promised or are expected. 


According to the U.S Dispensatory, the a 
tion of lobeline (dominant alkaloid of the plant 
lobelia) is in many ways similar to that of nicotine. 
In large doses lobeline is dangerous; produces 
rapid pulse and marked lowering ot blood pres 
sure and great general relaxation, falling tem 
perature and final collapse. In the product as 
supplied to consumers, it is considered unlikely 
that the dosage is of sufficient magnitude to be 
signifcant trom the standpoint of toxic effect 
On the other hand, it is unlikely that it makes 
any significant contribution toward helping to 
cure the smoking habit Lobeline sulfate has 
been employed in veterinary medicine, but in 
such uses its action is reported to be variable 


and uncertain or feeble and unreliable 


ager either in conversation or by letter (A 
letter is better because it can be passed along to 
managers, head waiter, the chef, and others 
concerned.) Often simply mentioning the fault 
to the manager will result in the desired cor- 
rection. Of course, if you don’t expect to re- 
turn, you may not wish to bother, but if you do 
kick you will often be performing a service to 
those who follow you, as well as to the restaurant 


itself, 


Tobacco Habit? 


rhe only reference CR has found to lobelin 
sulfate in respect to the tobacco habit is a recom- 
mendation by J]. L. Dorsey, 1936, and on this 
Sollmann’s Manual of Pharmacology comments, 
referring to work of I. S. Wright and D. Littauer, 
1937, that ““The intense nausea would generally 
olten proceeds to 


discourage smoking, but it 


gastric distress, and vomiting and circulatory 
disturbances, too drastic to render the treatment 
advisable + 

rhe advertising of Bacco-Ban is open to the 
objection which applies to much patent medicine 
advertising. It talks about the terribly poison 
ous quality of nicotine of which “eight drops 
will kill a horse’’ and in general greatly exag 
gerates the dangers of smoking One gets the 
impression that the person who smokes cigarettes 
is not far removed from the one who uses nar- 
cotics. While some of the information about the 
dangers and harm of smoking is valid, it would 
seem in order to point out at the same time the 
possible dangers in taking lobeline as a medciicine, 
and what harm is done if that, too, is overcon- 
sumed. It seems at least possible that if lobeline 
sulfate were taken to an extent that would cure 
the tobacco habit, the cure might be as open to 
objection as the habit which was to be cured 
For instance, a report on lobeline sulfate used 
as a tobacco habit treatment calls attention to 
which 


gastro-intestinal symptoms 


the drastic 
the lobeline sulfate treatment may produce, and 
points out that widespread use should not bi 
encouraged until further studies have been com 
Such studies may have been carried out 


pleted 
the distributors of Bacco-Ban do not 


but if so, 
say . and do not give the benefit of their find 
ings to the readers of the advertising that we 
have seen. Some of the products in this field 
caution the user not to exceed eight doses of 
1/64 grain of lobeline sulfate in 24 hours. The 
Bacco-Ban \abel, however, included no warning 


regarding danger of overuse. 
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HIS sect maims to give criti il cons imers a 

digest of opinion from a wide range ot mo 
tion picture reviews, including the motion pic- 
ture tr vce press, leading newspapers and maga 
zines some 19 different periodicals in all The 
motion picture ratings which follow thus do not 
represent the iudgement ota single person but 
ire based on an analysis ol critics reviews 


The sources of the review 


~ dicated by \ lor 
people (14-18), and “¢ 


Abbott and Costello Meet 
Captain Kidd 

Above and Beyond 

Against All Flags 

All Ashore 

Amazing Mr. Fabre, The 
French 

Androcles and the Lion 

Angel Face 

Angel Street (British 

Angelo in the Crowd (Italian 

Anna (Italian 

Apache War Smoke 

April in Paris 

Army Bound 

Assignment Paris 


Babes in Bagdad 

Bad and the Beautiful, The 

Battle Circus 

Battle Zone 

Battles of Chief Pontiac 

Beauty and the Devil 

Because of You 

Because You're Mine mu 

Bela Lugosi Meets a Brooklyn 
Gorilla 


Berliner, The 

Big Jim McLain 

Black Castle, The 

Blackbeard, the Pirate 

Blazing Forest, The 

Bloodhounds of Broadway 

Blue Canadian Rockies 

Bonzo Goes to College 

Brave Don't Cry, The (British 

Breaking Through the Sound 
Barrier (British 

Bwana Devil 


‘airo Road (British 

aptain Black Jack (British 

aptive Women 

astle in the Air (British 

attle Town 

inerama 

ity Beneath the Sea 

liff of Sin, The (Italian 

town, The 

ome Back, Little Sheba 

onfidentially Connie 

ount the Hours 

‘rimson Pirate, The 

upboard Was Bare, The 
French 

urtain Up (British 


tt +t. 


Dark Man, The (British 
Desperadoes’ Outpost 
Desperate Search 
Destination Gobi 


Eight Iron Men 
Everything I Have is Yours 


Face to Face 

Fargo 

Father's Dilemma (Italian 
Feudin’ Fools 

Flat Top 

Flowers of St. Francis (Italian 
Forbidden Games (French 
Four Poster, The 

French Way, The (French 


Gambler and the Lady 
British 

Girls in the Night 

Girls of Pleasure Island, The 

Gods of Bali 

Golden Hawk, The 

Gunsmoke 


Hangman's Knot we 
Hans Christian Anderson mus-com-c AY 
Hellgate mel 
Hiawatha hist-dr-c AY( 
Hideout, The (British crt-mel 
Hitch Hiker, The ri-mel 
Hoaxters, The propaganda-do 
Hold That Line 
Horizons West 

Hour of 13, The 

Hurricane Smith 
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Ride the Man Down 
Ring, The 

Road to Bali 

Rogue’s March 

Rose Bow! Story, The 
Ruby Gentry 


I Confess mys-mel A 
I Don’t Care Girl, The mus-com-c A 
I Love Melvin mus-com-c AYC 
I'll Get You (British) mys-mel AY 
Importance of Being Earnest, The 
(British) com-c A 
Invasion, U.S.A. war-dr A 
Iron Mistress, The mel-c A 
It Grows on Trees fan AY¢ 


Savage, The 

Savage Mutiny 

Savage Triangle (French 

Scotland Yard Inspector 
(British) 

Sea Around Us, The 

Secret People (British 

Seminole 

She's Back on Broadway 

Silver Whip, The 

Skipper Next to God (French 

Sky Full of Moon 

Snows of Kilimanjaro, The 

Something for the Birds 

South Pacific Trail mMus-We 

Springfield Rifle war-mel 

Star, The 


~nmuu 


Jack McCall, Desperado wes-c A 
Jazz Singer, The mus-biog-« % 
Jeopardy m 
Julius Caesar dr . 
Jungle Girl adv . 


Kansas City Confidential cri-mel . 


La Forza del Destino (Italian)..mus-dr . 
Last of the Comanches 
Lawless Breed, The 
Leonardo da Vinci 
Life Begins Tomorrow (French) dr . 
Life of Donizetti, The 
(Italian) mus-lnog Star of Texas 
Limelight dr . Stars and Stripes Forever. mu 
Little World of Don Camillo, The 5 Stars are Singing, The miu 
(French) Steel Trap, The 
Lusty Men, The ls £ Stooge, The mu 
’ f Stop, You're Killing Me mu 
Magic Box, The (British) brog-« Story of Mandy, The (British 
Magic Sword, The (Yugoslav)... fan 4 Strange Fascination 
Magnetic Monster, The Seb 4 Streets of Sorrow (Italian 
Man Behind the Gun, Sword of Venus 


The mus-mel-c AYC 
Man with the Grey Glove, The Tall Texan, The 
Tangier Incident 


(Italian) mus-dr A 

Marika (Viennese) mus-com A Target Hong Kong 

Maverick, The wes-c AY( Taxi 

Meet Me at the Fair mus-com-c AY Thief, The 

Member of the Wedding, The dr A Thief of Venice, The (Italian 

Merry Wives of Windsor Thirst of Men, The (French 
Three Dimension 


(German) mus-dr A 
Million Dollar Mermaid biog-c AYC Thunder in the East 
Thunderbirds 


Mississippi Gambler, The mel-c A 
Monkey Business com A Tonight We Sing 
Monsoon dr-c A ) Topaze (French) 
Montana Belle mus-wes-c A Torpedo Alley 

Montana Incident wes AYC Toughest Man in Arizona 
Moulin aenee nov-c A Treasure of the Golden 
Mr. Walkie-Talkie war-com AYC Condor 

My Cousin Rachel nov / 1 4 Triorama 
My Pal Gus com 4 1 Tromba, the Tiger Man 
My Wife's Best Friend com / (German) 

; . : Tropic Zone 
Naked Spur, The wes-C . Tropical Heat Wave 
Never Wave at a WAC com / 5 Turning Point, The 
Niagara mel-c é Two Cents’ Worth of Hope 
Night without Sleep cri-dr / (Italian) 
No Holds Barred com / 
No Time for Flowers mys-mel / Under the Paris Sky (French) 

Under the Red Sea 


—— nd & ht 


. 
en eee ee 


~ 


’ 


RUF Oe. Uwa 


— 


Nm we 


Oe SONS OO eSOnm 
~— = oe 


Ne CNN&Sw 


Of Love and Bandits (Italian) mel / 
Off Limits com AYC Voodoo Tiger 
Old Oklahoma Plains mus-wes AYC Voyage to America (French) 


Operation Secret war-dr A te . . 
Outpost in Malaya WAC from Walla Walla, The 
Wagon Team 


Pathfinder, The AYC 8 Way of a Gaucho 

Peter Pan car-fan-c AYC Wherever She Goes 

Pimpernel Svensson (Swedish) .com AYC (Australian) 

Plymouth Adventure dr-c AYC 8 5 White Line, The 

Pony Soldier war-mel-c AY (Italian) propaganda-dr . 
Port Sinister Ls Willy and Joe Back at the 

Prince of Pirates ‘ Front war-com A 
Prisoner of Zenda, The AY Winning of the West wes-c AY( 
Promoter, The (British) 


-FOUaKwm Gs 


nN 


Yankee Buccaneer adv-c AYC 


Raiders, The é : Young Chopin (Polish) mus-biog A 
Redhead from Wyoming, The... wes-c / 5 Young Wives’ Tale (British) com A 
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The Consumers’ Observation Post 


(Continued from page 4) 


FOOD POISONING has been on the increase in Great Britain, according to 
a summary reported last December in the Journal of the American Medical As- 
sociation In cases where the source of the infection could be fixed, it 
was associated with processed, made, and re—heated dishes such as meat 
pies, sausages, pressed beef, stews, and gravy. Failure to maintain ade- 
quate standards of kitchen hygiene, and faulty methods of preparing food 
for large numbers were held to be chiefly responsible. (It should be kept 
in mind also that the kind of refrigeration facilities that is taken for 
granted in most parts of the United States is not widely available in any 
country abroad.) The report also noted that the use of synthetic cream 
was associated with nearly every outbreak of paratyphoid fever in Great 
Britain since October 1940. This type of preparation is finding some ac- 
ceptance in this country as a convenient way of providing a substitute for 
whipping cream 


> . > 


HOW MUCH MONEY CONSUMERS WILL SPEND on various purchases continues to 
be a topic of anxious speculation in retail circles During the coming 
year when the national economy will be affected by the fact that defense 
expenditures are expected to decline, the corsumer's purchasing habits 
will be scrutinized with great interest by those with products to sell, and 
the hope is that consumer buying will be stepped up to cushion the drop as 
defense spending slackens. The head of a large retailing trade association 
points out, however, that the consumer isn't likely to part with his money 
unless the retailer shows him something that he doesn't know about that 
he will want or something that he would want if he knew more about it If 
that is a plea for more informative advertising that deals with essentials, 
rather than superficialities, we heartily agree. 





Does advertising sleight-of-hand confuse you? 


@ Keener competition for the consumer's dollar in coming months 
will bring stepped-up advertising and more forceful sales tactics, ac- 
cording to the trade experts. If you and your friends are confused by 
conflicting and tricky «claims for various products you contemplate 
buying, why not get acquainted with the value of Consumers’ Re- 
search Bulletin which provides the basic facts needed to make an ef- 
fective choice? Particularly on purchases involving large expendi- 
tures such as a television set, automatic washing machine, or a new 
car, CR's technical advice enables a prospective buyer to appraise 
the features offered by different brands and make a wise decision as 
to which will serve his needs efficiently and economically. By ap- 
plying the methods of scientists and engineers to their buying, con- 
sumers can be as up-to-date in their purchasing habits as production 
specialists are in their fields. That's where Consumers’ Research Bul- 
letin comes in, presenting each month the results of CR's tests and 
expert examination of many of the things consumers need to buy 


The price of a subscription to Consumers’ Research Bulletin is moder- 
ate. Just turn the page for rates and a handy order blank. 
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NEW OR NEWLY TESTED: 


Synthetic detergents so popular for washing dishes and clothes, par- 
ticularly in hard-water areas, are now making their appearance in bar form 
also. Synthetic toilet bars are of special interest to those who have an 
unpleasant allergic reaction to soap, who must wash with hard water, or who 
are forced to use sea water on occasion as in the Armed Services There 
have as yet been no specifications developed for this type of product, such 
as the Federal Specifications for Milled Toilet Soap P-S-62la. Probably 
one of the most satisfactory methods of evaluation is the hand-washing test 
described by C. F. Jelinek, R. L. Mayhew, and J. A. Yeager of the Central 
Research Laboratory, General Aniline and Film Corp., in Soap and Sanitary 
Chemicals, August 1952. The ability of a given bar to lather is rated to- 
gether with other characteristics such as "slip" during washing, and ten- 
dency to leave a sticky feeling on the hands; along with the physical form 
of the bar, whether it is soft, cracks on drying, or becomes unduly wet or 
sticky Two bars currently available were examined on these points by CR 


Zest (The Procter & Gamble Co., Cincinnati) 4 oz., 15c¢ Lathered well 
hard water; the lather held up well; it rinsed away leaving no sticky 
residue on the skin. It left no ring on the basin The cake did not 
crack or split, was not soft or slippery when wet It was found to | 
longer lasting than an ordinary cake of toilet soap by a user in 
water area. The perfume seemed to be unnecessarily strong. 

Lowilla (Westwood Pharmaceuticals Div., Foster-—Milburn Co., Buffalo 13 
oz., 69c. Did not lather so well as Zest and the lather broke down 
quickly. It left no sticky residue, no ring on the bowl, and had 
tectable odor The cake was quite hard and did not split or become 
when wet. 


Both were considered to be worthy of a B-Intermediate 


stage of development. Lowilla, however, was much more expensive 


Consumers’ Research, Inc. 
Washington, N. J. Please check your preference: 


I enclose $5.00 (Canada & foreign, $5.50) for 
ao. . - an shacka . — er ; 
Please enter my order as checked. It is under one year’s subscription to Consumers’ Re- 
stood that my handling of any CR material search Bulletin monthly (12 issues) AND the 
which is marked ‘*“The analvses of commodities ‘forthcoming 1953-54 Annual Cumulative Bul- 

eee foes = ae letin when it is ready in September 1953 
products, or merchandise appearing in this issue - 
of the Consumers’ Research Bulletin are for the New 
sole information of Consumers’ Research sub- 
scribers’’ will be in accordance with that direc- | I enclose $3 (Canada & foreign, $3.50) for 
one year’s subscription to Consumers’ Re- 


tion. search Bulletin monthly (12 issues). 


|} Renewal 


‘ New | Renewal 
BEGIN SUBSCRIPTION WITH ISSUE 


I enclose $3.25 (Canada & foreign, $3.50) for 
a subscription to the forthcoming 1953-54 
31GN IN LONGHAND Annual Cumulative Bulletin alone when it is 

ready in September 1953. 

STREET 

 L enclose $2.00 (Canada & foreign, $2.25) for 
CITY & ZONE ‘a copy of the forthcoming 1953-54 Annual 
Cumulative Bulletin when it is ready in Sep- 
tember 1953. Since I am a subscriber to Con- 
sumers’ Research Bulletin (12 issues), I am 


BUSINESS OR PROFESSION 
entitled to the special rate. 
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Phonograph Records 


BY WALTER F. 


In the ratings AA indicates highly recommended; A, recommended; B, intermediate; C, 


Please Note 


GRUENINGER 


not recommended 


Although nearly all new releases of serious music are heard, space narrows comment, generally, to items which merit 


high ratings 


Kirkpatrick (harpsi hord) ind 
14 sides Havdn Society HSL-A 
Clamertibung was the title Bach gave to his four 
published collections of keyboard musi In this medium 


avierubung 


(organ 


Bach never surpassed the works included the “Cold 


berg Variations the six “Partitas,”” “Italian Concerts 
t 


the setting for organ of the (sreater and Lesser Cate 
chism,”’ ete. Kirkpatrick has never played better, to my 
knowledge, and he has 10 sides of the set Some may 
regard him is pedanti but better this w iy than ser i 
tional Callaway handles a lesser 
Individual records are available 
Interpretation AA 


Fidelity of Recording AA 


task expertly Excel 


le nt record ne 


Chueca: Asucaril lguardient Rosado, Encab 
Carchena, et under Argenta Montilla FM 
$4.95 (447 W. 50 St, N.Y \ 10-inch LP 

uit of the new catalo 4 Span h Zarzuela 
recorded Spar Of the beaten patt 
Flavorsot thentic, zestful performance 
Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording AA 


lheht musi 


I xcellent record ne 


vaphony N 10 
idagio only. Orchestra of the enna State Opera unc 
Scherc hen : Westm ter WAL 207 $11.90 \n 


accessible ri 4 Mi t lull stretches but its exe ing 


Mahler: 


ones, too ‘ ! ) ws are fortunate in having tl 
dramatic performance and wide-range recording as well 
as the re-issue on Columbia (SL 171) by Bruno Walter 


' j 
my 


ind the Philharmonic plu on de 4, emht se 
Mahler sung with comprehension by Desi Halban We 


s recording is brighter in Columbia 
Interpretation AA 


Fidelity of Recording AA 


minster 


Wintert! ur Svm 
Concert Hall Secret 
works played with 
Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording AA 


Mozart: Symphonies 4, 10, 11, 14 
phony Orchestra under Ackermann 
CHS 1166 $5.95 


taste and very well recorded 


Charming early 


Mozart: Casals Festival at Perpignan 

pignan Festival Orchestra and Soloists under ( 

sides, Columbia SL 168. $21.80. Beethoven: /Festiva/ 
Vol. Ill. 8 sides, Columbia Set SL 169. $21.80. The 
Mozart presents four piano concertos and one flute cor 
certo Best single disk, though the playing is first rat 
on all disks Horszowski doing the Cor rio No. 2 
many respects the Beethoven Vol. [Il is best of the ke 

] 


val” releases, with its four trios, two variations for cello 


and piano, and the Sonata N ind piano. The 
playing may sound at first a pedantic, slow 


like Bruno Walter's Beethoven ; it wears well In 
t he cording suitable for hi-h 


no case in ¢ ther volume 
demonstration but the balance ood and overall it is 


Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording A 


act eptable 


Ponchielli: La Gioconda. Corridori, Cavallari, Corena 
Pirazzini, Members of the La Scala Orchestra and Chorus 
under Parodi. 8 sides, Urania Set URLP 229 $23.80 
Blood and thunder plot and music to fit have kept Pon 
chielli's opera in the repertoire he melodrama is ably 


conveyed in this recording All of the principals are 


skilled and the direction is vigorous Phe fidelity is open 
to criticism in only two respects: the tendency to over 
thus frequently subduing the orchestra 


there 68 an occas 


blow the soloists 
and the chorus, and mal pitch wobble 


Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording A 


Verdi: Forsa del Destin (suerrini, Pirazzini, Campora 
t\ with Professori D’ Orchestra and Artisti del Coro of 
La Seala under Parod 6 sick Urania URLP 226 
$18.50 Singing above average with Campora as Carlo 
ind Colzani \lvaro standing out Direction first 
rate, pointing up the drama forcefully Recording of 
voices, excellent; orchestra, with the exception of a thinly 
entirely satislactory, with 

Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recovding A 


recorded pint ‘ rtur 
firm body 


. . . 


first six release n Modern American Music 


sxivance guard and by 


Colur ibia 
Serie may be welcomed by the 
students, but more Americans will choose to buy record 
ings of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony of which an esti 
mated 100,000 pressings were sold in the past six months 
But if you'd like to explore Moore's Quintet for Clarinet 
and Strings, Piston Sonatina for Violin and Harpsichord 
Harrison's Suite r { ind Harp, Dahl's Concertino a 
Tre, and the like, | doubt that you will find them better 
performed ind recorded for year to come 
5 e « 


The Treasury of Immortal Performances nder this 


title RCA Victor has again issued a sheaf of LP 


which 


they admit are no representative of their present tech 


nical quality, being re-recordings from 78's of earlier yeu 
he performances of the following, however, are on a high 
level: Caruso in Faust, A Tribute to Lotte Lehmann, Pag 
liacct, A Masked Ball, Madama Butterfly, The Mikado 
Critic's Chote Particularly treasured by collectors of 
78's and included in thi 
corded at Glyndebourne under Busch and an abridged 
Rosenkavalte Lehmann, Schumann, Olazweska, and 
Mayr 


release are Cost Fan J utte re 


Schlusnus 


ommended pet 


In this i r stand 4 of Decca 
Sings” i bo 


formances of lieder 


OTHER LP’S HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 


for interpretation and for fidelity) 
DECCA Bach: Suit \ 4 and 5 Lillian Fuel 
(viola DL. 9660 
Dvorak: Serenade (Op. 44 
semble under Haa DL 7533 
POLYMUSK Mozart: Zaid Dobb Cuenod 
Demigny, with the Par Philharmonic Orchestra under 
Leibowitz 4 sick PR 9901/2 
RCA VICTOR Karly Italian Musi 
His Symphony Orchestra. LM 1721 
WESTMINSTER Beethoven: Cello Sonata 
and 2 (Op. 102 Janigro (celk Zecchi (piano) Wi 
5180 
Beethoven: Violin Sonatas N I (Op. 12) @nd 10 
(Op, 96). Fournier and Doyen. WL 5176 
Mozart: Concert Arias for Soprano. Magda Laszlo 
WL 5179 


London Baroque En 


Stokowski and 
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